ENVIRONMENT AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE
Lytchett Matravers Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 3rd September 2012 in the Scout Hut at 7:30 pm


PRESENT: 

Cllr J Dyball (Acting Chairman), Cllr A Bush, Cllr I Maitland, Cllr R Miller, Cllr K Norris, Cllr J Taylor and Mr T Watton (Parish Clerk). No members of the public were in attendance.  
1. APOLOGIES: Cllr L Wilson, Cllr M Colvey.  
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. There were none. 
3. minutes of the meeting held on 2nd July 2012 
The minutes of the meeting on Monday 2nd July were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
4. MATTERS ARISING and Action Point update
The following comments on matters from the minutes of the last Environment & Amenities Committee meeting were provided: 

Minute 9, 4th January 2010 bullet 2 Path between Foxhills open space and Deans Drove: This matter is still with Mr Bird of PDC and Mr Williamson of DCC. 
Minute 8, 1st March 2010. Field and hedgerow ownership – Wareham Rd: school to Halls corner. Thanks were offered to County Cllr Drane for his action in prompting and encouraging DCC representatives to carry out a visit to the village to review the problem. 

Minute 7, 5th August – Allotments security: The Hawthorn has been request from a local nursery. . 
Minute 9, 1st November – Memorial tree for Mr MacDonald. The replacement plane tree has been requested from a local nursery.  
Minute 6, 7 July 2011- Recreation Ground: Millennium Cllr Colvey was not present and therefore was unable to provide an update.   
Minute 6, 9th January 2012. Contact Churches Fire Security for a quotation for Fire Risk Assessment regular reviews. Advice was sought form a local resident with risk assessment experience and his advice is understood to mean that we need only do our normal annual assessment. A message of thanks has already been sent to the resident concerned. 
Minute 6, 14th May 2012 – Hedges and Ditches: Eldons Drove. This hedge has now been cut. 

Minute 5, 2nd July 2012 – Rec, condition of Leylandii trees behind skate park. Only one of the three contractors who was approached has provided a quotation for removal of these unsafe trees. It was AGREED that the Parish Clerk should approach the other two contractors again. Cllr Dyball also provided details of a fourth contractor to approach. Action: Parish Clerk to act accordingly.   
Minute 8, 2nd July 2012 – Play area inspection report. It was AGREED that the working Group should meet within the next 2 months to consider the parts of the report dealing with the skate park and the Foxhills Play area only. 

Minute 10, 2nd July 2012 – local contacting for cutting of roadside grass verges in the “urban” parts of the village. It was AGREED that the Parish Clerk should seek quotations for this work from three of the contractors already doing grass cutting work for the Parish Council in the village (i.e. those attending to the rec field, cemetery, and allotments). Action: Parish Clerk to act accordingly.  

5. OPEN SPACES – 

The following items were discussed:

Recreation Ground / Car park – 
(i) Field drainage scheme: Nothing further to report. 
(ii) Play area project: Nothing further to report.  
(iii) Fields in Trust registration: Nothing further to report. 
Row Park Paddock – The paddock is now unoccupied. There has been further interest but not resulting in a letting. Cllr Taylor is to attend to the ragwort and then graze a horse on it to keep it tidy. 

Allotments – Nothing to report. See separate agenda items below. 

Library Walk – Nothing to report. 
Memorial Green / War Memorial – Cllr Miller reported that he had spoken to the grass cutting contractor last week to congratulate him on the appearance of the memorial green. The contractor pans to feed the grass soon. Concerns were expressed again about the state of the railings. Cllr Maitland indicated that he might be able to find a volunteer to take over the lapsed work on painting the railings. The council’s aim is to have the front part done in time for Armistice day. 

Turbetts Green – Nothing to report.  
Cemetery – Action: Parish Clerk to write a note to County Cllr Drane asking him to pursue with DCC the matter of responsibility for trees over public Rights of Way. 

Club Hall – Nothing to report. 
Hedges and Ditches – it was noted that two problematic lengths of hedge in Wareham Rd have been cut back (i) School to Halls Corner (by DCC) and (ii) between Wareham Rd and Prospect Close residents’ gardens (agency responsible not confirmed). Action: Parish Clerk to request a contractor to cut the High St Car Park hedge.  
Foxhills Open Space – Nothing to report. 

MUGA – It was noted (in his absence) that Cllr Colvey had identified a possible contractor to provide a design and quote for provision of high level lighting to the path.  
Village Centre Project – Cllr Miller reported that he is to meet Mr Morgan in time to provide an update to Full Council on 17th September. 

Footpaths – Congratulations were offered to Cllr Dyball for her tenacity in securing the bridge for the new footpath. Lytchett Heath Estate has sent a message of thanks for the payment of £50 for the fee to the Environment Agency. The council is now awaiting DCC approval to adopt this as a footpath. If they do not do so it will remain “permissive” status. It was noted that the footpath is mentioned in the PDC Core Strategy. Some discussion then took place on the arrangements for the opening of the new footpath. The general opinion was that there SHOULD be some form of formal opening, but it was noted that a plan for this was needed. This matter will be explored further by Cllrs informally at this stage. Cllr Bush suggested involving school children. It was also suggested that it was important to engage walkers. It was separately noted that there is still an impasse with regard to the Deans Drove – Foxhills open space connecting footpath and that the likely source of the delay is DCC. Cllrs wondered if this was something County Cllr Drane could help the council out with.

6. Dog bin in Purbeck Rd Cllr Miller reported that he would be meeting a legal officer from PDC about the action the council has taken on this matter.  
7. Club Hall car park surface  (email to LW 17 July refers) The Parish Clerk reminded those present of the content of the emails concerned. Firstly it was confirmed that no commitment had ever been given by the council to providing a tarmac surface.  He also advised that when this matter had been considered before the idea of re-levelling the gravel surface was dismissed because it became clear that it would revert to its current state again very quickly, so that this was not a good use of expenditure. He also reported that the exchange of emails had included a response by the Parish Clerk seeking the Army Cadets views on contributing to the cost of any work which the council might decide to do – on the basis that this is a shared access.  As no response had been received from the Army Cadets the matter was DISCHARGED.
8. Update on Allotment society suggestions for (i) bore hole and (ii) toilet facility. Cllr Maitland commented that nothing had yet been recived from the Allotment Society indicating that the free survey about the Bore Hole had been undertaken. Cllrs Were reminded that the Council had requested a copy of the report in due course. With regard to the Allotment Society’s idea for a toilet Cllr Norris reminded those present that the Council had asked for a formal proposal to consider. It was noted that nothing had been received yet. 
9. Update on Allotment Society suggestion to take over management of the Allotments. It was nioted that the Council woudk require proposals on the items discussed above before this matter could be considered. 
10. Allotment security. After a brief discussion it was noted that the ideas in question had been considered in the last 2-3 years and the council had regarded them as inneffective and inappropraite use of expenditure. This matter was DISCHARGED.
11. Update on Recreation Ground Play Area project.  Cllr Dyball repoteed that the refurbishment work would be starting in the follwing week, with an intention of compltion by the end of September. It was noted thatthere was a need to consider an popeningh event
12. Update on Roadside verge grass cutting arrangements. It was noted that the Parish Clker has been asked to seek three quotations for this work – as reported elsewhere in these minutes. 
13. CORRESPONDENCE 
The following was reported:

Contact from former Cllr Gillard who had advised that a resident of Hopmans Close had approached him about troublesome bonfires. Cllr Gillard had correctly advised the resident to report the matter to PDC.  

Cllr Maitland advised that an elderly resident approached him about brambles in Ancott Close which evidently were trailing on the pavement. It is understood these are at the back of Tescos. This is to be verified. 

Cllr Maitland also commented on the pull-in areas in Loop Farm Road which need hard core. Cllr Miller indicated that he would bring this matter up during the DCC Highways visit to the village. Action: Cllr Miller to act accordingly. 

Cllr Miller passed a copy of a leaflet about New Tree Collaboration For Purbeck to the Parish Clerk. This is to be kept on file.    
14. MATTERS OF INTEREST AND INFORMATION
There was none. 
The meeting closed at 9:12pm
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