FINANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING
Lytchett Matravers Parish Council

MINUTES of the Meeting held on 12th August 2013 in the Village Sports Club at 7:30 p.m.
PRESENT: Cllrs K Norris, A Bush, I Maitland, R Miller, J Taylor, M Colvey and the Locum Parish Clerk – Mrs K. Bradbury
1. APOLOGIES.  Cllr C Wood and Parish Clerk, Mr T Watton.
2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Nothing to report.

3. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest; and consideration of requests for Special Dispensations under Section 33 of the Localism Act 2011. 
There were none.
4. MINUTES OF THE MEETING on 10th June 2013 were ACCEPTED as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
5.         MATTERS ARISING

Minute 12, 6th June 2011. Security of council papers & records The Parish Clerk suggested that he arrange for delivery of the filing cabinets to Cllr Talbot’s address and then arrange for them to be transferred to the Parish office. Records documents of historical value are still to be transferred to the County Archive. A copy of their list of acceptable documents and council retention schedule has been requested. Parish Clark to follow up on progress of this matter.
Minute 6, 8th October 2012 – Council Banking Arrangements: It was confirmed that the HSBC Account of £20,000 has been set up and is now in use for current Parish Council payments. It was AGREED that a working group consisting of Cllrs K Norris, A Bush and I Maitland would meet with the Independent Financial Advisors suggested by Cllr J. Dyball separately in order to consider the future investment of the £162,000 remaining with Santander in the Foxhills Maintenance Fund; bearing in mind the requirement of the Parish Council that the investment should be cautious while maximising the return on the fund. Cllr K. Norris to arrange a meeting of the Working Group.
Minute 10, 8th April 2013. Outstanding Internal control / Annual Governance tasks. Action: Parish Clerk to review this to ascertain what may still require attention. 

6. Receipt of Latest bank reconciliation and accounts for 2013/14 to   date. 
Bank Reconciliations for June and July were circulated. The Statement from HSBC came in on the 25th of the month and not on the 1st as requested when the changeover from Santander was made. The Clerk has received an assurance from HSBC that all future Statements will be dated the first if the month starting in September. It is probably due to this mix up that the July figures show a discrepancy of £222.80 and it should resolve itself on receipt of the next Statement. It had been agreed that Councillors would be given the codes to view the Statements on-line. Parish Clerk to circulate Councillors with the codes to view the Bank Statements on-line.
7. FEEDBACK ON Annual return to the external auditor.  for year ended 31st march 2013. 
It was reported that the auditors have a couple of small queries about the annual statement of accounts for the year ended 31st march 2013. These have been passed on to the Internal Auditor – Mrs P. White for clarification.
8. UPDATE ON YEAR END 2012/2013 INTERNAL ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS
It was reported that the Fixed Asset statement had some errors that needed correction. Cllr A. Bush agreed to work closely with the Internal Auditor – Mrs P. White to resolve the problems she has encountered in preparing the year end accounting statements for the Council’s internal use.
9. DCC HIGHWAY SATISFACTION SURVEY  :
Several Councillors have already submitted their comments to the Parish Clerk who will collate them and send them off before the deadline on 30th August 2013.Cllr I. Maitland commented that he had two examples of poor service:

a) That minor outlying roads are not receiving an adequate level of attention

b) That when problems are reported, the County Council is not replying to e-mails
10. RE-CONSIDERATION OF PROJECT TO PROVIDE PATH LIGHTING FOR LYTCHETT ASTRO
Cllr M. Colvey stated that £1,500 had been donated to the Sports Club specifically for the provision of lighting. The Sports Club had also been given a quotation and a full specification for the work and it was now up to the Sports Club to carry out the work. There have been no further meetings since the inaugural meeting of the Management Committee in April.

11. FINANCE AND POLICY RELATED CORRESPONDENCE
None

12. MATTERS OF INTEREST AND INFORMATION RELATED TO FINANCE AND POLICY
Cllr M. Colvey:  Reported that the plaque was ready for installation it just needed the screw holes to be drilled through so that it could be attached to the plinth. Cllrs M. Colvey and A. Bush agreed to get together to install the plaque.
Cllr R Miller:
a. Spraying Certificate: Cllr Miller reported that he had spoken to the Parish Council contractor – Mr Steve Mills. He cannot legally carry out any spraying for the council unless he has a certificate of competence. The four day courses to obtain certification are run at Kingston Maurward at a cost of £475. It was RECOMMENDED to Full Council that in view of the fact that Mr Mills would lose four days of work in completing the course; the Council should cover the full cost of £475.

b. Fields in Trust:  Cllr Miller reported that the recreation ground has been registered as a Queen Elizabeth II Field in Trust and he thanked Cllr K. Norris for all his work in getting the field registered. It was suggested that there should be a proper opening ceremony and a commemorative plaque, possibly on the entrance to the Sports Pavilion with notices on other parts of the field as well. It was RECOMMENDED to Full Council that the Parish Clerk begins the arrangements for a commemorative plaque and an opening ceremony.
Cllr K. Norris: Reported that the BT landline to the office had been cut off due to non-receipt of the statement. The line was due to be restored this week. The Parish Clerk will arrange to pay BT by Standing Order. It was RECOMMENDED that a review of telephone and broadband provision is carried out.
 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm
Annotated by/on ………………………….     Approved by/on ………………………
