Minutes OF LYTCHETT MATRAVERS

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Monday January 16th 2012 at 7:30 in the Village School 
PRESENT were Cllrs: R Miller (Chairman), A Bush, M Colvey, J Dyball, D Gillard, P Talbot, J Taylor, L Wilson and C Wood  and the Parish Clerk (T Watton). 
Dist Cllr P Webb, County Cllr F Drane and 2 members of the public were also in attendance. 
1. REceipt of apologies for absence – M Munford, K Norris. 
2. Consideration of applications for co-option to the council.

The Chairman reminded those present that three candidates had put their names forward – Mr James Grant, Dr Beverley Ward, and Mr Michael Mothersole, A written submission by each candidate had been circulated to all Cllrs as pre-reading. The Chairman checked that all Cllrs had received the written submissions. He invited the two candidates who were present to add to this verbally if they wished. At this point, in accordance with the terms of Section 1, Sub-section 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the members of the public and County Councillor were asked to leave the room whilst the matter was considered. By a majority vote, Cllrs AGREED to invite Dr Ward to join the council. 
3. Acceptance of office of co-opted councillor 
Cllr Ward completed her Acceptance of Office declaration at the end of the meeting. 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. There were none.    

5.      REVISED CODE OF CONDUCT FOR COUNCILLORS 2007.

In accordance with paragraph 12(2) of the Revised Code, to hear any representations or answers to member’s questions or evidence provided by any members of the Council having a prejudicial interest in any matter to be considered at this meeting. There were none.  
6.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION.  (Standing Orders suspended). There was none. 
7.       CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS. The Chairman advised that an opportunity had arisen to nominate someone to attend a Royal Garden Party. Three names were suggested and the Parish Clerk was asked to put these forward. Action: Parish Clerk to act accordingly.  The Chairman also drew attention to the programme of DAPTC training courses for Councillors – and in particular to the update on the Localism Bill which will take place 2-4pm on 15th May at Stoborough Village Hall. Cllrs wishing to attend should email the Parish Clerk to make a formal booking. Action: Cllrs to email the Parish Clerk as necessary. 
8.      THE MINUTES of the Council meeting on 19th December 2011 were approved and signed by the Chairman.  
9.      MATTERS ARISING & UPDATE ON ACTION POINTS.
a. Full Council 20th June, minute 15: Lytchett Astro, Football Foundation support meeting. At the meeting on 21st November it was agreed that a letter should be sent to the Planning Authority (DCC in this case) explaining the problem and seeking a relaxation of the planning condition to enable lighting columns to be installed instead of the low level bollards.  Action: Parish Clerk to write to DCC accordingly.  CARRIED OVER     
b. Full Council 18th July, Minute 21: Requested dog bin Frys Close – Purbeck Rd. This dog bin has been ordered. 
c. Full Council, 17th October 2011, Minute 10 – connecting path – Foxhills Open Space to Deans Drove. The Parish Clerk has written to Mr Bird seeking his confirmation that he will be attending to this with the developers of September Cottage. 
d. Full Council, 19 December 2011, Minute 12 - Non charitable deed of dedication for recreation field. This has been added to the agenda of the next Finance & Policy Cttee meeting.

10. PDC draft report of Housing Needs Survey – issues for Chris McDermott   
Ms McDermott reminded everyone that she had distributed a draft report - which had been circulated to all Cllrs. In response to a question she clarified that this referred to the housing needs in relation to the formerly proposed Rural Exception Site. It was also clarified that the social housing which had been intended on that site would be for people with a local connection, whereas housing included as a proportion of the proposed Huntick Rd development would be offered to people on the housing register from anywhere in the Purbeck District. However, Ms McDermott explained that a further survey will not be required if and when the Huntick Rd site is developed because the relevant housing will be filled from the District Housing Register. Cllr Bush expressed the opinion that this situation for Huntick Rd felt unfair in that local needs ought to be met first. Cllr Wood wanted to know what correlation there was between the Dist Housing Register and the Rural Exception Site Housing Needs Survey. It was noted that there is some pressure as the Housing Needs Survey reveals that there are 24 people in Lytchett Matravers who have declared a need. It was also noted that the survey is in effect a self-assessment. Cllr Bush questioned who had received the survey report. He commented that he had found it difficult to extract conclusions from it. Ms McDermott confirmed that it would be published on the Dorset For You website.

Cllr Bush pointed out that the website still indicates that Rural Exception Sites only apply to communities of <3000 population even though PDC experts have confirmed that this is not so. Disappointment was expressed that despite PDC Officers’ assurances that they would get this corrected, this has still not yet been changed. Cllr Bush referred to the Pie Chart on page 7 noting the 8 “don’t knows”. He also questioned household incomes data on page 6. Ms McDermott confirmed that she would get these matters corrected / clarified with an explanatory note in the report.  Cllrs Bush and Wood referred to the data on page 12 which they argued was not consistent with the information from the local Estate Agent in that the report therefore does not show a typical dwelling cost. It was argued that the report should not refer to the selling price of the most recent property to be sold as this is effectively random. Cllr Taylor suporterd this by making the point that what is important is what income is normally required to buy a property in Lytchett Matravers. Ms McDermott offered to remove this paragraph from the report. Clarification was sought for the timetable for publication of the final version of the report – noting that what has been produced so far is little more than raw data requiring considerable interpretation and clarification – as well as tailoring to local needs and circumstances. Ms McDermott confirmed that she hoped it to be published by the middle of March 2012. It was AGREED that Cllrs Bush and Wood would consider the draft report further and that it would be added to the agenda of the next F&P Cttee meeting: Action: Cllrs Bush and Wood to act accordingly and Parish Clerk to add this to the F&P Cttee agenda for February. At this point the Chairman thanked Ms McDermott for attending; and she left the meeting.  
11.  REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.
Cllrs Webb and Colvey commented that there was nothing of specific interest to Lytchett Matravers. 
12.  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR.

County Cllr Drane reported the following: 

1. That he had written to and discussed with DCC Highways the condition of parts of the road and pavement surface in Old Pound Close. 

2. Mr John Nash, Director for Children’s Services at DCC is due to retire shortly.

3. Councillor Eric L Osmond, a member of Purbeck District Council and Wareham Town Council, has received an MBE for services to community.

4. He understands that DCC Highways are hoping to receive the possible S106 contribution rising from the Huntick Rd development, for use towards safety improvements along Huntick Rd as a route to Lytchett Minster school. In response it was pointed out by Cllr Dyball that the safety issue on Huntick Rd is a DCC Highways problem to address, not a Lytchett Matravers Parish Council one. 

13.   REPORTS FROM SUB-COMMITTEES - There were none.  

14.  Recommendations of Committees:

(a) Environment & Amenities Cttee (see minutes of 9th January 2012).

Cllr Wilson reported on the following recommendations:

· that the next step in the Club Hall usage review project  is to pursue discussions with DCC via connections made with DCA help; and that this project will be handed over to a sub-committee consisting of Cllrs Miller, Norris, Wilson and Taylor. AGREED
(b) Planning Cttee (see minutes of 5th January 2012)

There were no recommendations to bring forward. 
It was AGREED to receive the minutes of both of the above meetings.   
15.
Annual Parish Meeting – update. 

Cllr Miller handed out copies of a paper he had prepared giving details of how the meeting will work. He stressed that this is an annual meeting for the community – and as such should showcase community organisations. It is not to be confused with the Parish Council AGM. A copy of Cllr Miller’s paper is associated at Appendix A to these minutes. He reported that he had already spoken to three village organisations about taking part and all three had showed great enthusiasm – The Scouts, The Twinning Association and the Village Library. A notice will go in the Parish Magazine and the Lytchett Link. He would also like a flyer to be delivered to all village addresses by Newsquest. It was suggested that Annette Brooke is informed of this event. Action: Parish Clerk to write to Lyn Pritchard to confirm that the Village Hall booking for this event still stands.
16.    Consideration of supplier for play area project.  
Cllr Dyball described the process followed to score the four suppliers’ offerings. From this process, Sutcliffe Play emerged as the clear leader, and after some discussion it was AGREED that they should be the chosen supplier. The matter of planning permission was referred to and advice / opinion provided by Alan Davies, Head of Planning at PDC, was quoted. Mr Davies had expressed the view that provided that no structure is over 4m in height then planning permission should not be required. This advice was noted, and it was agreed that confirmation of this advice in writing would be sought by Cllr Colvey. 
17. Report of any training activity undertaken in the past month.

Cllrs were reminded of the forthcoming Planning Training event being provided by PDC at the Lytchett Minster Rugby Club on 25th January. Cllr Wood indicated that she would use this event to ask Mr Davies when he is free to host the promised visit for Parish Cllrs to the PDC Planning department. 
 18  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (by exception)
	Carnival 
	PACT 
	DAPTC 
	Footpaths 

	School Councillor
	Youth Organisations
	Sports Club
	Village Hall


The following reports were made:

Village Hall: Cllr Wilson reported that the VH Committee is now actively considering some soundproofing. The Chairman asked Cllrs to consider the matter of meeting venues ready for discussion at the February Full Council meeting – as the 6 month trial use of the school has almost expired.

Footpaths: The matter of the permissive path between Huntick Rd and Wimborne Rd is ongoing. Mr John Williamson of DCC Rights of Way team visited recently and provided valuable advice and guidance – confirming that there are no legalities to consider. Mr Williamson was also particularly interested in the Foxhills Open Space to Deans Drove path – and he is aware of money available to support this as it may be seen as contributing to a route to school. He remarked that DCC are also considering work to improve the Stafford Row route to Lytchett Minster School. With regard to the possible connecting path from Glebe Rd to Foxhills Rd, Mr Williamson indicated that he will ask Dorset Works Organisation to examine the problem of the ravine which will need to be bridged – to ascertain technical solutions and potential costs.

 There were no other updates. 

19. Council to approve the following payments due:- 

	Inv
	To Whom
	For What
	Net
	VAT
	Total 

	2060
	T Watton
	Clerk’s salary – December 

 
	993.65
	0.00
	993.65

	2061
	T Homer 
	Handyman duties – Dec 
	213.75
	0.00
	213.75

	2062
	Southern Electric
	Car park lighting Q3 2011/12
	16.47
	0.82
	17.29

	2063
	J Taylor
	Cllrs expenses – reimburse distribution cost and images for December Lytchett Link
	69.44
	0.00
	69.44

	2064
	J Taylor
	Cllrs expenses – reimbursement of mileage  incurred for Lytchett Link 
	9.36
	0.00
	9.36

	2065
	Anglebury Press 
	Printing of Lytchett Link
	272.00
	0.00
	272.00

	2066
	BWBSL (Wessex Water) 
	Water for allotments 25/06/11-07/12/11
	211.50
	0.00
	211.50

	2067
	Lytchett Matravers Village hall 
	Hall hire during 2011
	665.00
	0.00
	665.00

	2068
	Brighstone Landscaping Ltd
	Maintenance of Foxhills open Space
	525.23
	105.05
	630.28

	2069
	The Landscape Group (formerly Banyards) 
	Cemetery maintenance 01/01/12
	303.49
	60.70
	364.19

	2070
	HMRC
	PAYE and ENI – Quarter 3
	954.96
	0.00
	954.96


All the above payments were unanimously AGREED.    

20. CORRESPONDENCE.

It was reported that Mrs Taylor had written regarding the design of the fret on the Lytchett Link masthead. It was commented that this replicates what is on the council chairman’s official chain of office. Cllr Wood offered to consult a colleague who will be able to ask a question on this to the College of Arms. 
Cllr Miller drew attention to two items in the latest PDC Council Information Bulletin. All Cllrs have received a copy of this.

Cllr Miller also referred to the “Planning Purbeck’s Future” document received with very short notice for response. The following points in this document were discussed:

Page 4 – statement in para 13, 3rd bullet point. There were doubts about this detail, which it was felt was unclear. 
Page 4 – statement in para 13, 7th bullet point. Possible relocation of the health centre. No thank you. 

Page 6 para 28. Not understood why a crossing is needed. Clarification please. 

Page 6 para 32. Type of structure for houses. Seems contradictory. Clarification needed please.

Page 11 para 55. Agreed response was that – in principle - it could be either maintenance with the PC (with a suitable commuted sum) or that a maintenance company is appointed. 

Page 14 para 69. Notes the expansion of Lytchett Minster school, but queries why no corresponding expansion of the Primary school. This must be included in the plan. 

Page 14 para 70. Refers to the possible relocation of the Health Centre. Covered in an earlier response. 

Page 17 para 82. Discussion of contributions to the community / S106 payments. Requests that the Parish Council is given a chair at any meeting to discuss this.  

21. MATTERS OF INTEREST AND INFORMATION - Cllr Colvey referred to information he had received that Morden PC will be having a beacon and a party to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 

The meeting closed at 9:50pm 
Annotated by/on ……………………………..            Signed by/on …………………………
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