Minutes OF LYTCHETT MATRAVERS

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Monday August 15th 2011 at 7:45 in the Village Hall

PRESENT were Cllrs: R Miller (Chairman) A Bush, M Colvey, D Gillard, K Norris, P Talbot, J Taylor, L Wilson and C Wood  and the Parish Clerk (T Watton). 
Annette Brooke MP, County Cllr F Drane, Dist Cllr P Webb and 3 members of the public were also in attendance. 
1. REceipt of apologies for absence – from Cllr J Dyball and Cllr M Munford.  
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. There were none.    

3.      REVISED CODE OF CONDUCT FOR COUNCILLORS 2007.

In accordance with paragraph 12(2) of the Revised Code, to hear any representations or answers to member’s questions or evidence provided by any members of the Council having a prejudicial interest in any matter to be considered at this meeting. There were none.  
4.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION.  (Standing Orders suspended).
Mr Hampshire expressed concerns about the Parish Council changing venues for its meetings. He noted that the council’s reasons for this were that certain other bookings in the main hall at the same time often involve loud music and that this results in councillors and members of the public not being able to hear council proceedings. He explained that his concern was that relocating the meetings might cause confusion to the public, and increase the cost to the public purse. Regarding the latter, he reasoned that the school would charge a similar hire fee to the Village Hall and the Village Hall committee may feel obliged to correspondingly increase its annual grant request to recoup the lost revenue. In response it was pointed out that the matter of grant awards is a separate matter and is discretionary by the council. It was also pointed out that by the Parish Council relinquishing its regular bookings, the Village Hall Committee would have the opportunity to re let the Blanchard Room. With regard to public awareness of the location of meetings, this could be addressed by advertising and the public notices; and that by using the school the public would soon find the meetings as convenient as at the Village Hall.   

Mr Hampshire suggested an alternative to relocation might be to ask the Village Hall committee to arrange for the connecting door between the Blanchard Room and the main hall to be soundproofed. However it was remarked that it would be necessary to also soundproof the kitchen and lobby doors to have any meaningful effect. In view of the shortage of funds and the expenditure on the roof and heating system, etc, this project would be unlikely to go ahead in the foreseeable future. 

The chairman invited Mrs Brooke to speak. She explained that she takes the opportunity to visit Parish and Town Council meetings in August, whilst parliament is in recess, primarily to listen to proceedings so she is able to increase her awareness of the detail of local issues. 
Mrs Brook then referred to some correspondence she had received from a local resident about the standard of cutting of roadside grass verges by Dorset County Council. She sought some background to the matter. The Parish Clerk confirmed that he had also received this correspondence and had responded to the resident by telephone. He commented that the resident had raised the same concerns on previous occasions and, as the matter related to work for which DCC are exclusively responsible, he had advised the resident to talk to DCC Highways officers direct. The Parish Clerk also commented on the detail of the complaint by reporting that it concerned the infrequency of the cutting of grass verges, and the non collection and disposal of the trailings. He pointed out that DCC announced earlier this year that the number of grass cuts will reduce by one third in the 2012 season (due to financial constraints). He also remarked that the DCC grass cutting specification has never included collecting / disposing of the trailings. He noted that this specification is the same throughout the whole county.                

5. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS.
The Chairman commented that he had attended the flower show and had presented a number of prizes. He asked the council members to start thinking about local nominations for PDC’s “volunteer of the year” award, to be discussed at the September Full Council meeting. 

6. THE MINUTES of the Council meeting on 18th July were approved and signed by the Chairman.  
7. MATTERS ARISING & UPDATE ON ACTION POINTS.
a. Full Council 21st Feb, minute 13: Fields in Trust Registration. Advice from Alison Moore Gwynne of Fields In trust containing a draft deed and how to proceed with it is awaited. 

b. Full Council 21st Feb, minute 15: Replacement village name sign. This matter was reported under Environment & Amenities Cttee minute 5, 7th July 2011. Still no further response has since been received from DCC.     
c. Full Council 20th June, minute 4: Play area, open space adjacent to Fosters Spring. It was noted that the list of incidents referred to by Ms Alexander has still not been passed to the council. 
d.  Full Council 20th June, minute 15: Lytchett Astro, Football Foundation support meeting. A revised date for the support meeting has still not yet been set by the Football Foundation. 

e.  Full Council 20th June, minute 22: Play area safety sub Cttee: The Sub Cttee has now met twice and is developing a paper which will be refereed to the E&A Cttee for consideration and recommendations on to Full Council in due course.   
f. Full Council 18th July, Minute 4: Public consultation by PDC on the Huntick Rd site (PDC Core Strategy). The clarification of PDC’s intentions regarding this consultation being an exhibition style which they propose to advertise locally and hold in the Village Hall towards the end of September was noted. It was also noted that they are seeking the endorsement of this by the Parish Council and that the planning and leadership of it, as well as all of the costs, will be picked up by the District Council. Endorsement of this approach was AGREED with two abstentions – action: Parish Clerk to notify PDC accordingly. Cllrs also felt that they wished to provide a further response to PDC detailing a list of wants and needs to be included in the development design brief. It was AGREED to discuss this list at the forthcoming Environment & Highways Cttee meeting. Action: Parish Clerk to add this to the E&A agenda.   
g.  Full Council 18th July, Minute 5: Proposed Rural Exception Site. It was noted that PDC have now advised that the owner of the site adjacent to Deans Drove has now withdrawn it. The council noted that it would await the outcome of the Housing Needs Survey before considering whether it would be appropriate to work with PDC to search for alternative sites.   
h.  Full Council 18th July, Minute 15: Display equipment. Cllr Miller advised that he would bring details of his enquiries into the matter of purchasing a gazebo to the Environment & Amenities committee.  

i. Full Council 18th July, Minute 16: Allotment gate. The Parish Clerk reported that the chain and lock have now been obtained. This has been welded to the gate by Cllr Talbot, to whom the council members offered their thanks. The Parish Clerk and members of the Allotment Society issued 46 keys over the weekend. Allotment holders who have not yet picked up their key have been invited to call the Parish Clerk or Allotment Society Cttee members to arrange to collect one. 
j.  Full Council 18th July, Minute 21: Requested dog bin Frys Close – Purbeck Rd. This has been added to the next agenda of the E&A cttee. 

k. Full Council 18th July, Minute 21: Faulty gate to war memorial. This has been reported to Terry Homer to attend to.  

l.  Full Council 18th July, Minute 21: Donation of bench for recreation ground. A location has been agreed and the donor is now arranging for purchase of the bench. They will meet the cost of the plinth and the installation of the bench.  

m. Full Council 18th July, Minute 21: Information pack on digital TV switchover. 5 packs have been requested, but not yet received. 

n. Full Council 18th July, Minute 21: Request from the Scouts for the High St car park hedge to by cut. Mr Warr has been requested to cut this ASAP. 

o. Full Council 18th July, Minute 21: Licence for the Scouts fund raising event. Further information for the licence has been requested from them (i.e. the date of the event). 
8. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.
Cllr Colvey introduced newly elected Dist Cllr Peter Webb. Cllr Colvey explained that as a result of the by-election the District Council had reached a tipping point in terms of representation, with the Conservatives now being in control. 

Regarding the Core Strategy, he commented that this is still moving through the various stages. The planned consultation by PDC on the Huntick Rd site in October is part of the development of the Pre-Submission document. 
9.   REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR.

County Councillor Fred Drane commented that he is now a member of two DCC bodies with a continued interest in the library service: (i) the Library Panel, and (ii) the Adult and Community Service Committee. Cllr Drane explained that the latter committee includes the library service amongst its areas of service coverage. He expressed the hope that this would provide him with additional opportunity to voice his ongoing concerns about the future of the libraries currently retained and how they might be built up, as well as continuing to explore the options for those nine libraries from which DCC have decided to withdraw funding. 

Cllr Drane expressed concern that communities do not seem to be discussing the future of their school crossing patrols, which are due to loose all DCC funding in March 2012. He wondered if the communities concerned were waiting for anything specific. Cllr Bush responded with regard to Lytchett Matravers crossing by stating that the planned meeting had taken place with Alan Proctor and Rob Camp from DCC and that at this meeting the delegates had made it clear that neither the school nor the Parish Council had funding available to take over the financial cost of this service from DCC. Cllr Bush also remarked that DCC seem to be prepared to undertake a great deal of work to defend and carry through their decision to withdraw funding, despite the fact that the total cost of the service for the whole county (and therefore the saving to be achieved by DCC) is very small at £200,000 per annum.  
10.  REPORTS FROM SUB-COMMITTEES

There were none. 
11.  Recommendations of Committees:

(a) Finance & Policy Cttee (see minutes of 1st August 2011).

Cllr Norris reported on the following recommendations:
· The acceptance of latest bank reconciliation and update on the accounts. AGREED. 
· That all council meetings are moved to the school for a period of not less than 6 months, with effect from October.  AGREED with two abstentions.  

·  Council to continue to prepare the year end accounts on an income and expenditure (accrual) basis. It was noted that a significant accrual each year is the claimable refund of VAT paid, which is usually done after the year end. AGREED with one abstention.  
· That all Cllrs be each asked to regularly contribute an article to Lytchett Link - i.e. for each edition.  AGREED. There then followed a short discussion regarding the copy deadline for the September edition, which was set as the end of August to get articles to Cllr Taylor. A proposal to authorise expenditure of £54 to book Newsquest to distribute this edition, supplemented with the existing casual pickup system, was also AGREED.  
· That the council should formally confirm that the Village Directory will go ahead. It was AGREED to authorise expenditure of £321 in accordance with a quotation obtained from Minuteman Press.  

    (b) Planning Cttee (see minutes of 4th August 2011)

The Parish Clerk commented that there were no recommendations to bring forward. However the council were invited to note that the Planning Cttee has now agreed on a statement of its scope and responsibilities. This is recorded in the minutes of the meeting held on 4th August. 
It was AGREED to receive the minutes of the Finance & Policy and Planning Cttee meetings.  
12.  REPORts of any training activity undertaken in the past month
There were no reports.  
13.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (by exception)
	Carnival 
	PACT 
	DAPTC 
	Footpaths 

	School Councillor
	Youth Organisations
	Sports Club
	Village Hall


The following reports were made:

DAPTC: Cllr Miller reported that he and Cllr Norris had attended the Purbeck area meeting of DAPTC. He reported that they had learned at this meeting that Poole Borough Council have a plan to build a cruise terminal at Hamworthy Park. They also heard about a plan by DCC to devolve responsibilities for snow clearing and road salting to local communities – including agricultural contractors who will be offered stock of road salt and snowploughs to hold locally and to use when required. The plan also includes the cessation of supplying replenishment salt to most roadside grit bins, but to offer discount bulk sales of grit (£55 per tonne) to Parish Councils provided they bulk store and distribute it to grit bins locally. 

School Cllr: Cllr Bush reported that a governors meeting had take place in July. It was noted that the school has no money to pay for the school crossing patrol.  

Village Hall: Cllr Wilson reported that work (and expenditure) is continuing on the boiler and the roof. Consequently they have no money available for other projects.

Youth Organisations: Cllr Wood volunteered to undertake this role, to include liaison with the scouts, guides and Lytchett Minster school.   
14. Council to approve the following payments already made 

	 Inv
	To Whom
	For What
	Net
	VAT
	Total 

	997
	B Holt
	Allotment first prize
	15.00
	0.00
	15.00

	998
	S Cullen
	Allotment second prize
	10.00
	0.00
	10.00

	999
	A White
	Allotment third prize
	5.00
	0.00
	5.00

	1000
	Ashley Security Ltd
	Chain, padlock and keys for Allotment gate
	325.72
	65.14
	390.86


The above payments were unanimously AGREED 
15. Council to approve the following payments Due :- 
	Inv
	To Whom
	For What
	Net
	VAT
	Total 

	1001
	T Watton
	Clerk’s salary – July  
	809.46
	0.00
	809.46

	1002
	T Homer 
	Handyman duties – July
	202.50
	0.00
	202.50

	1003
	Continental Landscapes Ltd
	Grass cutting southern end of rec 1/8/11
	20.00
	4.00
	24.00

	1004
	Banyards Ltd
	Cemetery maintenance 1/8/11
	303.49
	60.70
	364.19

	1005
	J Taylor
	Expenses incurred on  stationery for carnival stand
	37.03
	7.41
	44.44

	1006
	J Taylor
	Mileage expenses for purchase of stationery
	5.12
	0.00
	5.12

	1007
	M Gracey
	Reimbursement for annual payment to 1&1 Internet Ltd for website hosting 
	8.99
	1.80
	10.79

	1008
	Novatech Ltd
	Printer toner cartridge + postage
	48.59
	9.72
	58.31


 All the above payments were unanimously AGREED.    

16. CORRESPONDENCE.

The Parish Clerk reported on one item of correspondence; feedback on the Annual Return for the year ending March 2011 received from the external auditors. The Parish Clerk reminded Cllrs that he had reported this at the August Finance & Policy Cttee meeting and explained that the auditor had made four points. Those matters had now been dealt with and a response had been prepared as follows:
(i) Reserves appearing high in comparison to the precept.  The £160,673 Section 106 money was allocated by the developers of the Foxhills housing development specifically for the maintenance in perpetuity of the public open space associated with the development. Therefore it is held as a reserve for that purpose and consequently a similar figure – very slowly reducing whilst interest rates are low – will appear in the reserves each year.

(ii) Minutes approving section 1 and 2 of the Annual Return had not been submitted with the rest of the pack. This is correct. As explained in the Parish Clerk’s original submission, all council minutes are formally accepted at the following month’s meeting, so in this case had no legal status until 18th July - i.e. after the Annual Return submission was due. A copy of the signed minutes will be associated with this response. 

(iii) Fixed assets not recorded in box 9 for 2011 at purchase cost in accordance with what the “Practitioners Guide” says. This has now been corrected in box 9 of the Annual Return for both 2009/10 and 2010/11. All assets are now recorded at purchase price or a nominal £1 if they were gifted or no monetary value. 

(iv) VAT included in figures for boxes 1-7, but should have been excluded. This affected year 2010/11 only and has been corrected by removing the VAT element from box 3 of the Annual Return (VAT recovered from the VAT office), and box 6 (VAT paid to suppliers in 2010/11).       
The above resubmission was AGREED.  
Cllr Miller commented on correspondence he had received from the Lord Lieutenant of Dorset, Mrs Anthony Pitt-Rivers about the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations next year. The letter detailed a number of national events and suggested local street parties on 3rd June and the lighting of beacons on 4th June.      

17. MATTERS OF INTEREST AND INFORMATION.

Cllr Colvey reminded Cllrs that the Lighthouse Family Church runs a youth club in the Club Hall, so Cllr Wood’s Youth organisations remit ought to cover this too.
He also wondered if it would be appropriate for Dist Cllr Webb to be invited to be an ex-officio member of the Parish Council. 

Mrs Brooke  drew attention to the Localism Bill which is currently in the House of Lords, as there are significant opportunities in it for local communities to have greater influence, especially when taken with the National Planning Policy Framework which has been published for consultation. She pointed out that this latter document is something the Parish Council may want to respond to.        

The meeting closed at 9:10pm 
Annotated by/on ……………………………..            Signed by/on …………………………
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