Minutes OF LYTCHETT MATRAVERS

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Monday 21st January 2013 at 7:30 in the Village School 
PRESENT were Cllrs: R Miller, (Chairman), A Bush, M Colvey (from 20:05), J Dyball, I Maitland, C McKenzie, K Norris, P Talbot, J Taylor, L Wilson, Cllr C Wood and T Watton (Parish Clerk) 
County Councillor F Drane and Dist Cllr P Webb were also in attendance. 
1. REceipt of apologies for absence – There were none.  
2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION.  (Standing Orders suspended). 

There was none. 
3.  Declarations of Pecuniary Interest; and consideration of requests for Special Dispensations under Section 33 of the Localism Act 2011.

It was noted that the special dispensation to discuss the proposed budget and precept for 2013/14 previously granted applies to item 13 below. 
4. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS. There were none.  
5. THE MINUTES of the Council meeting on 17th December 2012 were approved by those present and signed by the Chairman. 
6. MATTERS ARISING & UPDATE ON ACTION POINTS.
19th November 2012, minute 11.1.1 - Cllrs Miller and Maitland to seek these quotations for fencing the whole of the Rocket Park area - specification for these is to match the specification given to the initial prospective supplier. Cllrs Miller and Maitland advised that they had not yet been able to obtain any further quotations. 

19th November 2012, minute 11.1.2 - Cllr Maitland to re-circulate the original quotation referred to in 19th November 2012, minute 11.1.1 to all council members. DISCHARGED.  

19th November 2012, minute 11.2 – Cllr Colvey to obtain further independent quotes for MUGA path lighting. This item was considered prior to Cllr Colvey’s arrival at the meeting. 
7. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS. (standing orders suspended)
Dist Cllr Peter Webb reported on the following:
· “Technical changes to Council Tax benefit scheme and central government rules have effectively lowered the tax base. Without the benefit of amelioration grants this could have meant an increase in the Parish Council tax rate to maintain the same level precept of up to 15%.  

· The same conundrum is true for Purbeck DC. It is likely that Council will consider a proposal to increase the District's charge by 1.95% in order to ensure that the tax base is rising to help compensate for any future reduction in central government funding and previous 'freeze' grants.

· PDC have voted to accept their scheme for localised council tax support. This involves an 8.5% reduction in support to those of working age and keeps full benefit to pensioners and vulnerable groups. Of all the possible ways of putting in the cuts this is the least harmful to working age recipients.

· A review of the Dorset Homes Choice Allocation policy is considering whether the period for a local connection should be 5 years and that anyone affording privately rented premises should not go on the housing register unless there were very good reasons that already apply.

· Dorset Heathlands Joint development Plan Document is out for a Preferred Options Consultation. Concern is being expressed about the 400m build and 5 km mitigation limits being a one size fits all solution by Natural England to European regulations on protected species and habitat. A more flexible approach backed by rigorous science might be a way of releasing a number of house-locked and brown field sites that can't at present be built on. 

· Consultation is taking place on Purbeck's draft Housing Strategy and Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning document. These sit underneath  and as an integral part of the Purbeck Local Plan.

· Boundary Review Commission put forward proposals for changes in ward boundaries to take effect in 2015. In those proposals Lytchett Ward loses Morden to Wareham St. Martin and there are bigger changes in West Purbeck. Despite Richard Drax getting a rare Commons review neither he, nor Annette Brook, were able to get a change despite more logic being applied than by the Boundary Commission. There is now going to be a Local Governance Review when parish and other boundaries can be tidied up. 

· PDC decided not to endorse the Dorset Renewables Energy Strategy for the time being as concerns that the major element of Landscape Sensitivity Analysis had yet to be addressed. The concern was that time needed to be spent putting into the Strategy what Purbeck considered appropriate. This is about getting it right (not about the principle of renewables) given the particular visual and landscape concerns in Purbeck. There is a Policy Development Panel being set up to see how best we can accommodate the Government's push to make us produce 7.5% of electricity needs in Dorset from renewables by 2020.”

8.  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR. (standing orders suspended)
County Cllr Drane reported that on the following: 
· Lytchett Minster School fire. Cllr Drane has assured the Head Teacher that he would do all he could to encourage DCC to provide adequate temporary building and not cabins as they did after the last fire.  
· He had attended a Scrutiny Review Panel. This included an item on the Dorset Procurement Partnership Update which informed the panel that that this is proposed to be disbanded because of a lack of working together within the Partnership.
· Concerning the Dorset Waste Partnership, it was suggested that land fill could be a thing of the past as it costs too much on tax and there are now alternatives which are cheaper. Garden waste household collection will start in November for Purbeck with a charge.

9.   REPORTS FROM SUB-COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS 

Club Hall & Scout Hut utilisation:

It was reported that a meeting was due to take place between representatives of the Parish Council, Lytchett Matravers Scout Group and DCC Children’s Services Dept on 23rd January at Club Hall so that the DCC representatives could have a look at the building. 

Draft complaints procedure:

Cllr Wood reported on progress towards preparation of this and reminded all present that copies had been forwarded to them for consideration and comment. 

Sports Club governance: Cllr Taylor reported that he and Cllr Colvey had met Mr Ashton to discuss the present state of the Sports Club – particularly the matter of its officers and Trustees. 
10.  Recommendations of Committees:

(a) Environment & Amenities (see minutes of 7th January 2013).

1. That as the Allotment Society appears to currently be in some disarray regarding its membership, officers and governance, the Parish Council is not minded to enter into agreements with this body at this time. AGREED. The members then went on to discuss how this matter might be progressed. It was agreed that a meeting would be sought with the new Allotment Society Committee once it had settled down. Councillors were reminded that any resident has the right to make a representation during the public participation session within the Full Council meetings. This would include non-members of the Allotment Society, should they wish to do so. Further, it was AGREED that the Parish Clerk should write to the Allotment Society explaining the council’s position and advising its members that the Council understands it is electing a new committee and that when this is done and settled down the Council will look afresh at their ideas and any proposals they care to make.  Action: Parish Clerk to write to the Chairman of the Allotment Society accordingly. 
2. That the precept for 2013/14 is reduced to 0% increase through a local budget adjustment of forecast receipts form burial fees. AGREED.
(b) Planning Cttee – there was no Planning Committee meeting in January as no applications had been received by PDC due the scheduled meeting date.
It was AGREED to receive the minutes of the above meeting.   
11. Planning Application 6/2013/0006 Mr M Elkins, 18 Scutts Close, Lytchett Matravers, BH16 6HB.  Erect single storey side and rear extension and replace existing porch. NO OBJECTION

12. Planning application 6/2013/0012 Mr & Mrs T Holland, 8 Old Chapel Drive, Lytchett Matravers, BH16 6HA. Erect first floor rear extension and insert first floor window within west elevation. NO OBJECTION

13. Revised budget and precept proposal for 2013/14
In accordance with the recommendation reported above under minute 10(a) 1., based on the council’s understanding of the recent letter from the Head of Finance, PDC, to adjust the precept request for 2013/14 to 0% to avoid a financial penalty in the form of PDC withholding a share of the  government’s support grant. After brief discussion, this was unanimously AGREED.  
14. Request via PDC for a new dog bin in Lytchett Matravers.

It was noted that this request was initiated by a resident of Huntick Estate and is supported by PDC Environmental Services who forwarded it to the Parish Council for consideration (email received on 16th January 2013). The requested location is in the vicinity of Abbotts Court adjacent to the electricity sub-station.  This was AGREED, subject to PDC confirming the suitability of the location from the point of view of the safety of the contractors who empty the bins. Cllr Colvey agreed to send the Parish Clerk the digital photo he has taken of this proposed location. Action Cllr Colvey to forward the photo to the Parish Clerk. 
On a related subject, Cllr Norris reported on work he is undertaking to investigate the bylaw coverage, signage, sign terminology, and penalties & enforcement, regarding exercising dogs and dog fouling. 

15.  Deans Drove road safety issue – issue raised via DCC and Annette Brooke. 

The Parish Clerk reported on a letter he had received from Annette Brooke MP with a copy of a letter from a resident of Deans Drove to DCC complaining of road safety issues in Deans Drove. A response from DCC explained that a safety audit could be carried out, but that this would need to be formally requested by the Parish Council. After some discussion which acknowledged the safety issues caused by car parking and congestion particularly at the beginning and endings of the school day, it was agreed to formally write to DCC as suggested. It was agreed that the letter should point out that some investigation is already underway with Mr Camp of DCC and that this safety audit should be done with cognisance of that other related work and take into consideration the wider causes and effects – e.g. such as the congestion on Wareham Rd. Action: Parish Clerk to formally write to DCC with a copy to Annette Brooke. 
16. ReportS of any training activity undertaken in the past month. There was none.  
17.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (by exception)
The following reports were made:

Footpaths – Cllr Dyball referred to communication on the subject of the Deans Drove path she had received from Tony Bird of PDC. This indicated his view that it would seem sensible not to proceed with the September Cottage route. This means that money specifically identified to spend on the footpath and currently available is £1,000 from the September Cottage development and £2,000 from the Barratts Wareham Road scheme – these payments secured under separate S106 agreements. He clarified previously given advice that the 1984 legal agreement between Purbeck District Council and the landowner provided for the creation of a public footpath within the triangular shaped parcel of land alongside Brookside. The land is currently in private ownership. Under the terms of the agreement it is to be conveyed to PDC who had agreed that it will be passed to the Parish Council to create the footpath. Regarding fencing alongside the path he clarified that the path “subject to the Council erecting a suitable fence along the eastern boundary of the hatched land and if required by the Owners and to their satisfaction such fence to be completed before the Council carries out any works”. He reminded the Parish Council that when PDC previously estimated costs it allowed for the erection of 2 metre high close boarded fence along the whole length of the Brookside boundary, and any new costing should be on this basis. It was agreed that Cllr Wilson would speak to the owner of Brookside to clarify what her expectations were. Action: Cllr Wilson to act accordingly. It was noted that John Willamson of DCC had not yet responded with costs for the work on the path. 
It was separately noted that the matter of signage for the Jubilee path is still with the DCC legal department. Cllr Dyball indicated that she would chase DSCC on this. 
Village Fayre: Cllr Maitland reported on conversations with the organisers which are seeking to establish the objectives of the Fayre as a starting point for more focussed planning work.

Allotment Society: It was reported that an existing allotment holder had requested that he be given special consideration to take over a plot being vacated by another plot holder on a swap basis rather than it being offered to the next person on the waiting list in accordance with the council’s policy and procedures. Council confirmed that the Parish Clerk should follow the policy and procedures.    

 School Liaison – It was reported that Mr Camp is now getting the SCP person to put cones out to widen the crossing point. It was noted that this does not always work due to timing. There is an initiative to chop back some of the verge behind the fence panels to make the pavement wider, but some concern was expressed as this may push users close to the bus shelter.  Further meetings are to take place.  

Sports club: Councillors Taylor and Colvey met Peter Ashton concerning the constitution and officers of the Sports Club .  Mr. Ashton hopes that there will be enough people to fill the Sports Club roles.  There are currently no Trustees so Mr. Ashton will seek nominations for this.  Cllr Norris reminded councillors that the FIT deed has to be signed by June.  Cllr Colvey reported that he will go to the sports club AGM.  

Cllr Miller reported that he had also met with Mr. Ashton who was pleased to be nominated as volunteer of the year.  

PACT: Cllr Taylor reported that PACT had been resurrected and priorities to be given to parking at the school in the first instance.  

18. Council to approve the following payments already made:-

	Inv
	To Whom
	For What
	Net
	VAT
	Total 

	3121
	The Landscape Group
	Cemetery Maintenance (x3) 30/11/12, 3.12/12, 01/01/13
	910.47
	182.10
	1092.57

	3122
	T Homer
	Adjustment to Nov Handyman duties payment (omitted timesheet page) 
	76.50
	0.00
	76.50

	3123
	HMRC
	PAYE & ENI Quarter 3 (6/10/12-5/01/13)
	1127.74
	0.00
	1127.74


These were AGREED. 

19. Council to approve the following payments due:- 
	 Inv
	To Whom
	For What
	Net
	VAT
	Total 

	3124
	T Watton
	Clerk’s salary –  December  
	813.06
	0.00
	813.06

	3125
	T Watton
	Reimbursement of office expenses incurred
	108.35
	4.67
	113.02

	3126
	T Homer 
	Handyman duties – Dec
	263.25
	0.00
	263.25

	3127
	Brighstone Landscaping Ltd
	Foxhills Open Space maintenance. 
	560.93
	112.19
	673.11

	3128
	Continental Landscapes 
	Grass Cutting, Southern end of Rec - Dec
	20.00
	4.00
	24.00

	3129
	BWBSL 
	Allotment water supply – 6 months to Dec 2012. 
	144.70
	0.00
	144.70

	3130
	Southern Electric
	Car Park Lighting Quarter 3, 2012/13
	16.35
	0.81
	17.16

	3131
	J Dyball 
	Expenses incurred 
	10.36
	0.00
	10.36

	3132
	Lytchett Matravers Primary School
	Hire of hall for 3 meetings – Spring Term 21/1, 18/2, 18/3.
	72.00
	0.00
	72.00


These were AGREED. 

20. CORRESPONDENCE
There were reports of the following items of correspondence. 

(i) A letter from PDC concerning fly tipping on the Foxhills Open Space.

(ii) A poster advertising a public meeting regarding the Navitus Bay wind farm proposal. 

(iii)  Correspondence from FIT. Cllr Norris commented that there is a need to write to the scouts to let them know that there is a hold up with the deed which is are of no fault of theirs. 

(iv) Communication from PDC about a briefing on the review of parish councils.  Cllr Taylor and Colvey have indicated that they will attend.  

21. Matters of Interest & Information. 

· Attention was drawn to an Echo report regarding the recreation ground drainage project.  
· Cllr Taylor reported that some minutes were missing from the council set in the library and that he will attend to this.  
· Cllr Wilson wondered if there was any news on the installation of the tree plaque for the Twinning Association.  Cllr Miller will chase the contractor regarding this.  
The meeting closed at 21:35
Annotated by/on ……………………………..            Signed by/on …………………………
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