Benches:

Around the village there are 15 Bench locations.  i.e. during 2017, due to irreparable damage/decay 4 benches have been removed, and 2 of these are in locations where there is probably no particular need to replace them.  However, 3 benches in viable locations (Rec nr Eldons Drive; Rec nr Scout Hall; Wareham Road Opp R&C) are in need of serious renovation and we would propose replacement with dense recycled plastic ones. So far we have had 2 quotes for the same model of 2m long bench from different suppliers (Broxapp £395 with high delivery charge, variable depending on quantity, but circa £60 per bench)   and NBB in Poole £450 for the same bench, with Free delivery).  It is also available 1.5m:  Do we need 2m benches?  We should budget £1500 for benches for 2018, to cover fixings and installation.  Our recommendation is to go with NBB in Poole, slightly cheaper, free delivery.  They have also advised that they can provide replacement “planks” (again free delivery) should any get damaged.
If the council agrees in principle to this model of bench, we can seek a third quote.  
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Any future benches donated should be of this style.  Plaques can be affixed.  Parish council reserves the right to remove the bench if it becomes unserviceable or for other reason of necessity.  Before removing, Parish council will contact the donor at the last recorded address and advise them of the planned removal.  Donors may not remove the bench once in place without permission of the Parish Council.
Dolly posts:  Rec

There are currently 120 wooden Dolly posts around the rec.  

The handyman replaces around 7 posts/year @ £11.50 per post + £5 for a bag of quick-set concrete. So extrapolating this would cost £1980 in materials and take 17 years.  
Dolly Posts: Foxhills Open Space
Currently no dolly posts there by play area, and indeed no protection from incursion along roadside of Fosters Spring.  Incursions are becoming an increasing threat to the village!
Options would be Dolly posts (I estimate 37 posts + 1 dropping post for access) or Bund (with one dropping dolly post for access).

We await further quotes for dolly posts, but so far we have been quoted £67 per post + delivery by Broxapp.  NBB’s website quote £39.91 with free delivery for orders of 5+ further discount may be possible for even more). Each post would need £5 bag of concrete and dropping dolly posts are around £140. 
So far, the plastic dolly posts we have seen are Black, not brown, so would not blend naturally with existing, so we’d propose an aggressive replacement program. [image: image2.png]



We’d suggest that whereas handyman currently replaces 7/year, if he did the one post either side of them at the same time, that would be 21/year so all would be replaced in 6 years.  At a cost of £39.91+5 * 21 = £944 per year.   But does the handyman have the capacity to do this number?  If not then we should enlist contractors (Poole Business Services (PBS)?) to do them?  The cost of posts to do all would be £5390 – not sure of labour costs for PBS?
Also, if we do Foxhills with dolly posts, this would be £39.91 + £5 * 37  + £140 Dolly post = £1802.  What would a bund cost?  Would we prefer that?

Summary- Proposals:  ( have not fully priced up all the options – I am interested in people’s thoughts on the principle before I accurately work on formal quotes)
1) Budget £1500 for 3 benches

2) Budget £944 (£1000?) for replacing 27 rec dolly posts, and in doing so undertake commitment to continue this for next 6 years.  IF HANDYMAN CAN MANAGE IT.
3) OR seek quote from PBS to put new posts along Foxhills open space/Fosters Spring (£1802+labour) and possibly Eldons Drove Rec car park (extimate £1000+labour), and plan to replace the remaining posts by village hall and main High Street Rec Car Park next year

4) OR seek quote from PBS (and 2 others) to replace ALL posts now at a cost of 120 x £39.91 + £5 concrete per post = £5389 + labour + £1802 for dolly posts to secure Foxhills Open Space (Labour to do this?) (or Bunds??).
End.
