Minutes OF LYTCHETT MATRAVERS

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Monday April 15th 2013 at 7:30 in the Village School 
PRESENT were Cllrs: R. Miller (Chairman), A Bush, J Dyball, C McKenzie, K Norris, J Taylor, E Wilson, I Maitland, P Talbot, C Wood and T Watton (Parish Clerk) 
3 members of the public and County Cllr Fred Drane were also in attendance. 
1. REceipt of apologies for absence – Cllr: M Colvey
2. PUBLIC  PARTICIPATION SESSION (Standing Orders Suspended)

Mrs Hampshire noted that there was pig wire on one side of the footpath between Huntick Road and Wimborne Road. She asked if the security of the other side would be left to the land owner. Enquiries are to be made into this. 
3. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest; and consideration of requests for Special Dispensations under Section 33 of the Localism Act 2011. There were none. 

4. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS. There were none. 

5.      THE MINUTES of the Council meeting on 18th March 2013 were approved and signed by the Chairman.  
6.      MATTERS ARISING & UPDATE ON ACTION POINTS.
a.
19th November 2012, minute 11.2 – Cllr Colvey to obtain further independent quotations for the MUGA path lighting. Cllr Colvey being absent, this item was CARRIED OVER.
b. 
18th March 2013 – Council complaints procedure. A copy was forwarded to Mr Gracey to add to the Council’s website. As a further action, the Parish Clerk was asked to provide a copy to the Library - to be added to their Parish Council file. Action: Parish Clerk to act accordingly. 
7.  REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS. 
Dist Cllr Taylor drew attention to three consultations PDC have issued:

Draft Planning Enforcement Policy

Management for Caravanning and Camping Policy – application of the 28 day rule. 

Draft Economic Development Strategy

The council was advised that Dist Cllrs Taylor and Webb had both requested that the planning application 6/2013/0132 (Camborne Energy Investments) concerning the large development of photovoltaic cells, is referred to the PDC Planning Board. 

8.  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR.

County Cllr Drane reported on the following:

Miles Butler had reported that DCC had obtained an extra £2m in grants for winter treatment of roads, and £1.2m to attend to potholes, drainage, bridges and crash barriers.

DCC is developing a borrowing initiative to fund road re-surfacing. The Parish Council is encouraged to put forward the roads it feels should be re-surfaced. After a brief discussion, it was AGREED that the following were priorities:

· Deans Drove

· Lime Kiln Road

· Attend to potholes throughout Wareham Road. 

Action: Parish Clerk to write to Miles Butler accordingly. 

DCC are to carry out a litter pick along the Upton Bypass shortly.

Cllr Drane commented that he had received a number of comments and complaints about matters related to Wareham Road congestion and the Lytchett Matravers School Crossing patrol but that he had not pursued these because he understands that action and meetings are already well under way, driven by the Parish Council and the school. Cllr Bush commented on a survey conducted by the school which revealed that around 200 children arrive at school by car – which overwhelms the current traffic and parking facilities completely. The school has its own problem-solving committee working on this; and is working with Rob Camp (DCC) to generate further options towards a solution. 

Cllr Drane referred again to the ongoing problem arising from the parking / unloading of Tesco lorries at Purbeck Parade.  He and Cllr Miller will meet to discuss this further. 

Cllr Drane reported that DCC are withdrawing support for the Lengthsman scheme which Lytchett Minster and Upton TC signed up to as a “partnership” scheme with DCC.  

9.   REPORTS FROM SUB-COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS
There were no reports. 

10.  Recommendations of Committees:

(a) Finance & Policy Cttee (see minutes of 8th April 2013).

Cllr Norris reported that there were no recommendations to bring forward, but he drew attention to item 19 on the agenda (and in these minutes). 
(b) Planning Cttee Cllr Dyball reminded those present that there had been no meeting in April as no plans had been received for consideration by the due date. 
It was AGREED to receive the minutes of the above F&P Cttee meeting.   
11. Planning Application 6/2013/0158 Mr & Mrs Drury. Newlands, Deans Drove, Lytchett Matravers, BH16 6EQ. Erect ground floor extensions; Raise and extend roof and insert rooflights to facilitate loft conversion. NO OBJECTION. 

12. Planning Application 6/2013/0166 Mr & Mrs Tomlinson-Mynors. Littlebrook, Middle Road, Lytchett Matravers, BH16 6HJ. Erect extension and entrance porch. Install 2 solar photovoltaic water heating panels to roof slope of side elevation. After some consideration the Council agreed to register an OBJECTION on the grounds that this represents over-development in the green belt, and that the proposal is not in keeping with surrounding properties. 

13. Consideration of proposed council meetings timetable and venues for 2013/14.  

After a brief discussion the proposed timetable was AGREED as attached at Appendix 1.
The council was advised to expect a recommendation from the Planning Committee to begin the Full Council meeting 30 minutes earlier on evenings when there are Planning Applications to consider. 

Regarding meeting venues, some strong views were expressed against regular use of the Sports Club Pavilion, which it was argued may not give the desired impression. 

14. Annual Parish Meeting – revised arrangements

Members were reminded that this is not a parish Council meeting – it is intended as a forum for the community to discuss issues of concern to them.  It was confirmed that the Village Hall is booked for the event. A “free coffee morning” format was proposed and agreed – thus enabling any comers to have their say. Cllr Taylor indicated that he would produce advertising handbills. As Cllr Miller was unable to be present, the following Cllrs agreed to meet to plan and run the event for the community: Cllrs Bush, Dyball, Wilson and Taylor. 
15. 2012/2013 Year end Bank Reconciliation and accounts update.

This was AGREED for acceptance as attached at Appendix 2. 

16. Timetable for 2012/13 accounts and annual return submission.
The Parish Clerk had distributed this as pre-reading before the meeting, and a copy is attached at Appendix 3. It was noted that Pam White is working to 10th June to have the internal Audit, accounting statements and Annual Return completed for F&P Cttee consideration. 
17.
Consideration of Parish Council Earmarked Reserves – setting of target reserves and provision of validation

Cllr Bush made reference to the document attached at Appendix 4 to these minutes. It was AGREED to accept this and to pass a copy to Pam White to incorporate into the year-end Accounts statements and Annual Return as necessary. Action: Parish Clerk to act accordingly.
18.
Council’s Asset Register – review and update.

The document was considered and after the adjustment to exclude the VAT from the cost of Rocket Park play equipment and benches, the version attached at Appendix 5 to these minutes was AGREED for acceptance. A copy is to be sent to Pam White to incorporate into the year-end Accounts statements and Annual Return as necessary. Action: Parish Clerk to act accordingly. 

19.
Council’s Investment Strategy.
It was AGREED that the council’s strategy should be a cautious one – limiting investments to money market ones (i.e. Government bonds, etc, rather than equity investments). It was proposed and AGREED that Cllrs Bush, Norris and Wood should form a sub-committee to research and prepare a proposal in line with this. 

20.
Grant requests received (deadline 1st April).

It was reported that the following grant requests had been received:

· Village Hall – contribution towards £5000 cost of refurbishment of toilets.
· Scouts – contribution towards the following improvements - Scout hall door (£600), Electrical fuse board (£600), Energy efficient lighting (£400), Roller shutter for kitchen hatch (£400). 

· Citizens advice bureau – continued sessions at Library for a further year £1394.

· Village Fayre - £500 cost of insurance.

The grant to the Village Fayre was exceptionally AGREED ahead of the June council meeting due to the timing of the event. 

21.
Additional cost of rocket park fencing – gate closers. 

It was noted that the old fencing had been taken down the previous week and the installation of the new fencing had commenced. A quote had been obtained for the gate closers at £103. Expenditure on these was AGREED.   
It was also AGREED to spend a further £56 on post caps. 

22.
Rubble dumped at the Allotments.

The allotment Society Chairman was present and, exceptionally, was invited to speak on this subject. He confirmed that the Lytchett Matravers Allotment Society had arranged to have the rubble placed at the allotments site.  The Council’s disquiet about this action was voiced by the Council Chairman. However, in recognition of the difficulties the Allotment Society would face in removing the rubble, it was agreed  to ask the Allotment Society to arrange to have the material rolled flat and then covered with road “scarpings” which they should obtain from DCC Highways dept. This work is to be carried out at the Allotment Society’s cost. The Allotment Society should formally write to the Parish Council to confirm how and when this work will be carried out. 
In addition, the Allotment Society Chairman was advised that all future requests for work affecting Parish Council property must be put formally in writing and addressed to the Parish Clerk. No work is to be put in hand until written authority from the Parish Council is received. 
Similarly, any comments or questions the Allotment Society may have regarding the running of the allotments is to be put in writing as above.
23.
Parish Council website – review.
The Parish Clerk gave a brief update on action to ensure the publication of the Council’s minutes is up to date on the existing website.

Cllr Taylor is to email all Cllrs with a proposal for a replacement website for their consideration. Action: Cllr Taylor to act accordingly.  
24.
Open Spaces Society – membership renewal
This was AGREED.
25. REPORTS ON TRAINING ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN IN THE PAST MONTH
There was none.  

26. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (by exception)
	Village Fayre 
	Allotments Assn
	DAPTC 
	Footpaths 

	School Liaison
	Youth Organisations
	Sports Club
	Village Hall


The following reports were made:

Footpaths: Cllr J. Dyball explained that it had been clarified that if the Council wishes to own the proposed path linking Deans Drove and the Foxhills Open Space then this would involve entering into a lengthy legal process. With this in mind the Council AGREED that if it could obtain grant funding for construction of the path it should go ahead without ownership. 

Sports Club: It was noted that the Sports Club has a new set of officers – the new Chairman being Andy Fletcher 07795 297797. The next meeting is due to take place on 8th July 2013. Cllr Colvey agreed to fulfil the role of the Council’s Sports Club representative.   

Village Hall: It was noted that a Waitrose supermarket locally will include the Village Hall in its “green disk” scheme in July.

School Liaison: Cllr Bush reported that a meeting had taken place to discuss the School Crossing Patrol and congestion in Wareham Rd. 
27. Council to approve the following payments due:- 
	 Inv
	To Whom
	For What
	Net
	VAT
	Total 

	3154
	T Watton
	Clerk’s salary –  12 payments by monthly standing order commencing  28th April 2013
	876.16 
	0.00
	876.16 

	3155
	T Homer 
	Handyman duties – March 


	265.50
	0.00
	265.50

	3156
	Continental Landscapes 
	Grass Cutting, Southern end of Rec – March 
	20.00
	4.00
	24.00

	3157
	The Landscape Group 
	Cemetery Maintenance April 13
	303.49
	60.70
	364.19

	3158
	Southern Electric
	Quarter 4 2012/13 – Car Park Lighting 
	17.16
	0.83
	17.53

	3159
	Brighstone Landscaping Ltd
	Maintenance of Foxhills Open Space Jan- Mar 2013
	560.93
	112.19
	673.11

	3160
	DAPTC
	Fees for Legislation Update event
	105.00
	0.00
	105.00

	3161
	Dorset County Council
	Land at Lytchett Matravers Youth Club
	15.00
	0.00
	15.00

	3162
	Open Spaces Society
	Membership subscription
	45.00
	0.00
	45.00

	3163
	Fields In Trust
	Membership subscription
	25.00
	0.00
	25.00


These were AGREED. 
28. CORRESPONDENCE.

· Cllr Bush reported that a resident has asked the Parish Council where he could find a copy of the Council’s Internal Review Policy, since it was not on the website. The Parish Council has replied to the resident informing him that at the time of his complaint the Parish Council did not have a formal Internal Review Policy. The Information Commissioner has written to the Parish Council informing them that this resident has alleged that the council might not have released all the information its holds which is relevant to his original request. The Parish Council has contacted the Information Commissioner's Office and has been asked to wait until the case is allocated to a case officer.
· The Parish Clerk drew attention to a notice advertising the Great Dorset Beach Clean. 

· An unsolicited quotation had been received from a company offering Parish Council insurance. The Council was reminded that last year it signed up to a two year contract with its current insurer. 

· The Parish Clerk reported that he had received a very brief letter from HSBC in response to its application to open current and deposit accounts with them. The letter merely gave the account number and sort code for one of the accounts, but no other correspondence or literature had been received in support of this.

· Cllr Taylor reported that he had received a complaint about the condition of a dog bin on the recreation ground, and also some lack of signage about dogs there. It was noted that these matters are already in hand. 

· Cllr Bush reported on a letter received from PDC offering a meeting regarding Neighbourhood Planning. Cllr Bush will confirm the time and venue for this.

29. MATTERS OF INTEREST AND INFORMATION 
· An open forum meeting will take place on 25th April.  
The meeting closed at 9:42pm.
Annotated by/on ……………………………..            Signed by/on …………………………
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