ENVIRONMENT AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE
Lytchett Matravers Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 5th March 2012 in the Village School at 7:30 pm


PRESENT: 

Cllr E Wilson (Chairman), Cllr A Bush, Cllr M Colvey, Cllr J Dyball, Cllr R Miller, Cllr K Norris,  and Mr T Watton (Parish Clerk). 
No members of the public were present. 
1. APOLOGIES: There were none. 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. There were none. 
3. minutes of the meeting held on 9th January 2012 
The minutes of the meeting on Monday 9th January were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
4. MATTERS ARISING and Action Point update
The following comments on matters from the minutes of the last Environment & Amenities Committee meeting were provided: 

Minute 9, 4th January 2010 bullet 2 Path between Foxhills open space and Deans Drove: Confirmation of the finalization of the agreement with the developer of September Cottage is awaited from Tony Bird. Detailed plans are also expected from him by John Williamson (DCC, Rights of Way Officer) so that he can get the work costed. Cllr Dyball reported that she had reminded him of this.    

Minute 8, 1st March 2010. Field and hedgerow ownership – Wareham Rd: school to Halls corner. This was chased with Mark Adams of the DCC Area Highways team in December and again at the end of February 2012 but no further response has yet been received. Action: Cllr Miler indicated that he would raise this lack of action with a DCC Highways Liaison person he knows. 
Minute 7, 5th August – Allotments security: This hedge gap has now been closed. It was suggested and agreed that the gap is now also planted with hawthorn to form a hedge. Action: Parish Clerk to arrange for purchase and planting of Hawthorn to do this. 
Minute 9, 1st November – Memorial tree for Mr MacDonald. The solution for the secure installation of the plaque is now in the hands of the builder identified by Cllr Miller. A similar plaque is to be ordered for the Twinning tree. However, it has now been confirmed that the MacDonald plaque needs to be re-made. Action: Parish Clerk to order both the replacement plaque and the new plaque for the Twinning Association. 
Minute 12, 1st November – Replacement village name sign. It was noted that this sign has now been installed. DISCHARGED. 
Minute 6, 7 July 2011- Recreation Ground: Millennium viewpoint. After a brief discussion in which the task was clarified, Cllr Colvey indicated that he would discuss this with the Arts University College, Bournemouth. Action: Cllr Colvey to speak to members at the Arts University College, Bournemouth accordingly.  
Minute 9, 5th September 2011 – new dog bin in Purbeck Rd. As reported at the February Full Council meeting, Mr Homer has been asked to install this bin. DISCHARGED. 
Minute 6, 9th January 2012. Contact Churches Fire Security for a quotation for Fire Risk Assessment regular reviews. This company has been contacted and a quotation is awaited.  

5. OPEN SPACES – 

The following items were discussed:

Recreation Ground / Car park – 
(i) Field drainage scheme: Nothing further to report. Funding responses are still awaited. 
(ii) Play area project: Cllr Dyball reported to the Full Council meeting in February that a bid for £10,000 from the big Lottery Fund was refused; but it was noted that re-submission addressing the points they highlighted is an option. She also reported that a bid to Viridor for £38,000 is still in preparation. Cllr Colvey offered to help with this.  

(iii) Fields in Trust registration: Registration now complete. DISCHARGED. 
Row Park Paddock – Rental for 3 quarters is outstanding and has been chased. 
Allotments – There are currently 71 Allotments. All vacant plots have been offered to the next people on the waiting list. Rent renewal letters, together with 2 copies of the revised rental agreement, have been sent to all allotment holders – with responses due by 1st April. There are 12 names on the waiting list. The allotment hedge has been cut.  
Library Walk – Regarding the proposal from Mr King, Cllr Miller reported that he had spoken again to Mr King and felt that merely taking responsibility for the steps was not attractive; but that if the council took over the small piece of land and the steps, this would fit with the Village Centre project. The Parish Clerk reported that a communication has been received from the Land Registry enclosing a B133 “Notice to a Registered Proprietor of an Application to Enter a Unilateral Notice”. This relates to the transfer of a Deed of Grant originally between the Parish Council and Rexpharm Services Ltd for a right of access, to Mr & Mrs R King in place of Rexpharm. The Land Registry has agreed to send a copy of the Deed to the Parish Clerk for information. Action: Parish Clerk to write to Mr King to offer to take over the small piece of land and the steps – after the Deed of Grant has been received and checked / understood. 
Memorial Green / War Memorial – The council members were reminded that a decision was taken to defer discussions about the fence until the March meeting. After some discussion it was agreed to RECOMMEND to full council that three quotations be sought for rubbing down and painting the fence with a “Hammerite” type of product.  It was also noted that the letter of support from the RBL for protecting the current status of the memorial green has not yet been received. 

Mr Homer has been asked to refurbish the bench by getting it rubbed down and then treated with Teak Oil. 
Turbetts Green – Nothing to report.  
Cemetery – It was noted that still no response has still yet been received from the landowner’s insurers regarding the claim for the cost of removal of the fallen branch in the cemetery. The matter has now been referred to the Council’s insurers with a view to involving their legal department. Rachael Jameson of Zurich has promised to contact the Parish Clerk again about this before close of business on Tuesday 6th March 2012.  
Club Hall – The two further matters brought to the Parish Clerk’s attention by the Lighthouse Family Church have been dealt with as follows: 

(i) The section of the ceiling in the back room badly damaged by the roof leak before Christmas has been replaced, and the Lighthouse advised.   
(ii) The Parish Clerk has discussed with Phil Game of the Lighthouse the ideas for involvement of the Scouts with Club Hall. This is all clearly understood and Mr Game agrees that this does not represent a risk to their operations at Club Hall.  

Hedges and Ditches – Nothing to report
Foxhills Open Space – The Parish Clerk reported that he had contacted Brighstone Landscaping to formally request that they undertake the tree and shrub trimming work discussed at the last Cttee meeting and approved at the January Full Council meeting. The quote for longer term restoration of the gravel footpaths to their 1996/97 condition is still awaited. Action: Parish Clerk to chase for this. 
MUGA – The path lighting was discussed and it was agreed to RECOMMEND to Full Council that LTL Lighting are asked to provide a price for drawing up a design / scheme for changing the path lighting from low level bollards to higher level lighting, which can be submitted with a planning application.  
Village Centre Project – nothing to report. 
Other Open Spaces –Cllr Dyball provided an update about footpaths as follows:

Peter Dyball’s latest proposal had already been copied to all Cllrs. Carol McKay of DCC Rights of Way team is of the view that this represents a reasonable compromise; however it was noted that a couple of local residents remain unhappy about the changes and have responded to DCC accordingly. 

John Williamson reported to Cllr Dyball that a small amount of resurfacing work, using surplus material and volunteers (therefore at very little cost), has been done on the Stafford Row footpath which connects Foxhills Rd and Lytchett Minster School. 

On 24th February there was a meeting with Parish Cllrs which included Carol McKay, Anthony Cecil and his land agent, to discuss the Huntick Rd –Wimborne Rd footpath. Anthony Cecil has produced a list of works and costs and Carol McKay is applying for a grant on the council’s behalf. Mr Cecil has a desire for this work to be underway, if not finished, by Easter. 

6. Scout Hut – Update: Cllr Wilson reported on a useful meeting held between a Parish Council Sub-Committee and representatives of the Scouts locally. The Scouts representatives wished to examine the lease, and therefore paperwork has been left with them - with the intention of meeting again in a few weeks’ time. In the meantime the Scouts representatives wondered if the Parish Council wished to use the Scout hut for meetings. It is intended to meet again on 14th April after which a proposed joint communication will be put forward for approval by Full Council with the aim of making it clear to residents how the Scouts and the Parish Council are working together for mutual benefit regarding their respective accommodation / premises.  
7. Localism Bill – report of recent DAPTC briefing: Cllrs Dyball, Wilson and Miller. Cllr Wilson explained that this was a seminar she, Cllr Miller and Cllr Dyball had attended on 1st March. They had agreed to each report on a different aspect of it. Cllrs Miller and Dyball referred to written reports they had prepared on the matter of Neighbourhood Plans and the Code of Conduct respectively. These reports are attached at Appendix A and Appendix B to these minutes. 

Cllr Wilson drew attention to the “ginkgo” projects and recommended that Cllrs examine the relevant website at http://ginkgoprojects.co.uk
8. CORRESPONDENCE The Parish Clerk reported on the receipt of two letters from the PDC Tree Officer giving details of two applications for tree works and seeking the views of the Parish Council: 
(i) TWA/2012/0029.  18 Scutts Close. 4 x Ash – fell all four. 

(ii) TWA/2012/0174. Le Chene, Palmers Orchard. Remove lowest lateral branch of 1 x Ash.  
9. MATTERS OF INTEREST AND INFORMATION
Cllr Miller gave a brief update on the Lytchett Matravers “Connection” event – referring to the planned publicity and the arrangements for music. 
The meeting closed at 9:48pm
Modified by/on  .....................................     Signed by/on .............................................
Appendix A 

REPORT BY Cllr R Miller : DAPTC – LOCALISM SEMINAR – 1ST March 2012 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS

This subject has been briefly discussed at recent LMPC meetings, but the need to press ahead with this plan was underlined quite clearly at the seminar.

The most important reason being that our existing Parish Plan is classified as a ‘Wish List’ but an adopted Neighbourhood Hood plan has substance in law, and will act as a defence against Developers who want to build on our Green Belt areas.

In compiling this plan, a large amount of detail already existing in the Parish Plan can be reused in this one.     It also gives substance to the PC decisions on where and how much housing development our community is likely to be acceptable over the next 10 to 20 years, and thereby giving us protection to the Green Belt around our community.

Having agreed our Neighbourhood Plan then it must be approved by a referendum by the Residents of LM, the for which is borne by the District Council.   

R Miller

Appendix B 

REPORT BY Cllr J Dyball : DAPTC – LOCALISM SEMINAR – 1ST March 2012 

Changes to the Revised Code of Conduct 2007 

All Parish & Town Councils need to have in place a new Code of Conduct by 1st July 2012, when the  existing one will become non-compliant and illegal. The new one can be the same as that which will be developed by the District Council, or Parish / Town councils can develop their own, provided it is compliant with all relevant aspect of the Act. The main changes are that all local council members must have logged their "Declared Pecuniary Interests" and those of their spouses. A definition of Declared Pecuniary Interests is awaited. Cllr Dyball has spoken to Cllr Norris Keith about the need for the Finance & Policy Cttee to have time to examine and consider this before July 1st. The Parish Clerk has also been alerted to the need to ensure all Cllrs have completed the necessary declarations in due course. 
J Dyball
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