ENVIRONMENT AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE
Lytchett Matravers Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 5th November 2012 in the Village School at 7:30 pm


PRESENT: 

Cllr L Wilson (Chairman), Cllr J Dyball, Cllr A Bush, Cllr M Colvey, Cllr I Maitland, Cllr R Miller, Cllr K Norris, Cllr J Taylor and Mr T Watton (Parish Clerk). No members of the public were in attendance.  
1. APOLOGIES: There were none.   
2. Declarations of pecuniary Interest; and consideration of requests for Special Dispensations under Section 33 of the Localism Act 2011.

 There were none. 
3. minutes of the meeting held on 3rd September 2012 
After correcting a number of typographical errors, the minutes of the meeting on Monday 3rd September were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
4. MATTERS ARISING and Action Point update
The following comments on matters from the minutes of the last Environment & Amenities Committee meeting were provided: 

Minute 7, 5th August – Allotments security: The Hawthorn has been requested from a local nursery, who will also plant it.  
Minute 9, 1st November – Memorial tree for Twinning Association. The replacement London Plane tree has been requested from a local nursery, who will also plant it.   
Minute 6, 7 July 2011- Recreation Ground: Millennium viewpoint Cllr Colvey explained that moulding is being done this week at a cost of £250. For an extra £100 a second copy can be supplied. This was AGREED.    
Minute 6, 9th January 2012. Contact Churches Fire Security for a quotation for Fire Risk Assessment regular reviews. The Parish Clerk reported that he has contacted Churches Fire Security to request that they undertake the annual review and test of the fire safety equipment. Cllr Miller has returned the set of keys for Club Hall to the Parish Clerk to enable this to be undertaken.    
Minute 5, 3rd September 2012 – Hedges and Ditches: High Street car park. This hedge has now been cut. DISCHARGED. 
Minute 5, 2nd July 2012 – Rec, condition of Leylandii trees behind skate park. These trees have now been dealt with. DISCHARGED.   
Minute 8, 2nd July 2012 – Play area inspection report. It was noted that the sub-committee had reviewed the inspection report and reported on it. Points for action were noted and the sub-committee was asked to continue to arrange action on these as follows:

· Loose fixings to bench near rec play area – Village Handyman to attend to this. Action: Parish Clerk to arrange this with the Village Handyman. 

· Gap at edge of skatepark platform. Safety Inspection sub-committee to consider the level of risk and the merits of infilling this with gravel. 

· Foxhills Play Area – potential movement clash at swings - not considered an actionable risk. 

· Foxhills Play Area – Spiral slide – exposed fitting end to be made safe. Local play equipment company (Sutcliffe Play) to be asked to look at this and recommend action. Action: Parish Clerk to arrange. 

· Foxhills Play Area – missing bolt caps on cradle swings. Obtain & fit new caps, or grind off threads.  
Minute 10, 2nd July 2012 – local contacting for cutting of roadside grass verges in the “urban” parts of the village. The Parish Clerk reported that he was awaiting one quotation for this. Action: Parish Clerk to continue to act accordingly.  

5. OPEN SPACES – 

The following items were discussed:

Recreation Ground / Car park – 
(i) Field drainage scheme: It was noted that the work was due to commence on 5th November. It has been necessary for the Sports Club to pay an extra fee to arrange for the trees on the recreation ground near to the works to be fenced off to protect them.  
(ii) Play area project: All installation works now complete. There were some concerns about safety arising from cyclists riding through the area. It was determined that a fence was required and that it would be of wooden construction. It was agreed to RECOMMEND that the Full Council seeks quotations for fencing the whole area - to include 3 gates including a double width one and allowing sufficient circulation space as suggested by Sutcliffe Play. 
It was noted that the opening day expenses will be refunded by Sutcliffe Play. Action: The Parish Clerk to summarise of all expenses for the Rocket Park open day and communicate this to “Ray” at Sutcliffe Play who have agreed to meet these costs.      
(iii) Fields in Trust registration: Cllr Norris reported that he had contacted Fields In Trust to clarify what is required from the Scout Association. It is understood that the delay is due to the need for the Scouts to sign a document including a plan dated 16/11/77. It was noted that the Sports Club will also need to sign a similar document.  
Row Park Paddock – The paddock is now unoccupied. There has been further interest but not resulting in a letting. Cllr Taylor is grazing a horse on it to keep it tidy. 

Allotments – Cllr Maitland reported on the proceedings of a recent meeting of the Allotment Society.  
Library Walk – Nothing to report. 
Memorial Green / War Memorial – It was noted that the cracks in the wall have been repaired.  
Turbetts Green – Nothing to report.  
Cemetery – Nothing to report. 
Club Hall – Nothing to report. 
Hedges and Ditches – Nothing to report. 
Foxhills Open Space – Nothing to report. 

MUGA – Cllr Colvey reported on action to find potential contractors to provide a design and quote for provision of high level lighting to the path – which he has obtained. Price was £5K for swapping 6 x 1m high posts for 6 x 5m high posts. Posts @ £470 each plus groundworks and installation. RECOMMENDATION to Full Council to consider in principle approval subject to obtaining more quotes. 
A local contractor has been asked to cut back the vegetation all around the MUGA pitch and the access path. He is also to spray the weeds around the edge of the pitch. 
Village Centre Project – Some further discussion took, place on the merits of the option considered a the last meeting regarding parking adjacent to the Tesco shop. 
Footpaths – Cllr Dyball reported as follows:
Wimborne Rd – Huntick Rd: The opening is now planned for 24th November 2012. Cllr Dyball will contact the local Ramblers Association to involve them. She will also advise the timings for this event.

Foxhills Open  Space – Deans Drove:  Cllr Dyball explained that inspection of the deeds to the house in Deans Drove called Brookside appears to indicate that the Parish Council is obliged to provide a fence when the path is constructed.  It was noted that the path has been due since the original planning permission was granted in 1984.  She pointed out that the option to cross the brook using a bridge to September Cottage could only happen is the owners of September Cottage actually go ahead with the re-development of the plot...and this is uncertain.  She also reported that DCC footpaths officer John Williamson favours the Brookside option on grounds of cost and technical feasibility.  The general view of the council what was that in order to go ahead with the Brookside path option it would be necessary for Mr. Williamson to provide an action plan.  Cllr Norris offered to draw up a communication to Mr. Williamson for consideration of the council.  In the meantime Cllr Dyball is to visit former Cllr Munford to clarify facts and the history of this outstanding issue. The matter will be then be further discussed between Councillors.  
Cllr Colvey reported on a recent visit by Carmel Wilkinson, DCC Countryside Access Manager. She had made a number of observations about footpaths in the Lytchett Matravers area and seems committed to providing further practical help and financial input.  In particular she observed that Church Walk is DCC responsibility and that they ought to consider clearing and resurfacing it.  

Other Open Spaces

The content of the recent correspondence concerning Rats Castle Pond was noted.  This matter has been reported to PDC who have referred it on to Natural England.

6. CORRESPONDENCE 
There was none. 
7. MATTERS OF INTEREST AND INFORMATION
Cllr Dyball reported that the former school gates have now been collected from Mr & Mrs. Hampshire’s premises.   
The meeting closed at 9:41pm
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