
Minutes OF LYTCHETT MATRAVERS
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Monday June 20th 2011 at 7:30 in the Village Hall

PRESENT were Cllrs: R Miller (Chairman) A Bush, J Dyball, D Gillard, K Norris, P Talbot, J Taylor, E 
Wilson and the Parish Clerk (T Watton). 

28 members of the public were also in attendance. 
 
1. RECEIPT OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – from County Cllr F Drane

2. RECEIPT OF CHAIRMAN’S acceptance OF OFFICE. Cllr Miller signed his acceptance of 
office as Parish Council Chairman.  

3. CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS FOR CO-OPTION TO THE COUNCIL. 
It was noted that there was just one applicant, Dr Cindy Wood. A copy of Dr Wood’s letter of application 
had been distributed to all Cllrs in advance of the meeting. It was AGREED that she should be invited to 
join the council. Dr Wood was away and unable to attend the meeting. Consequently the Parish Clerk 
undertook to visit her as soon as possible with the Acceptance of Office form and a pack including a copy 
of the Registration of Members’ Interests to be completed and returned to PDC within 28 days, a copy of 
the Code of Conduct, etc.
      
4.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION.  (Standing Orders suspended).
Mr Capron introduced himself and acted as a spokesperson on behalf of the group of residents present 
from Deans Drove. He explained that the reason why they were present was that they had heard that a 
possible Rural Exception Site was under consideration on open land adjacent to Deans Drove, which they 
wished to express their concerns about.  He sought to clarify the background to a discussion which took 
place at the May Full Council meeting on this subject. In response it was explained that the council had 
been approached by PDC with the information that a landowner had offered the site for consideration as a 
Rural Exception Site and had asked the Council for its views “in principle”. As reported in the minutes of 
the May Full Council meeting, the council had no objection to the consideration of the site, subject to a 
Housing Needs Survey of all Lytchett Matravers residents demonstrating there is a need. 

Mr Capron sought to clarify why the council did not respond to this approach from PDC by simply 
referring to the public views on housing as expressed in the most recent Parish Plan, which he felt ought 
to lead to an objection to it. In response it was explained that the Parish Plan reflected public opinion 
which was gathered over the 2 years preparation period leading to its publication (in 2007/8). Therefore 
to signify no objection to the principle of considering a Rural Exception Site, whilst carrying out a 
Housing Needs Survey which would provide an update on the views of the whole community about the 
need for such housing, was considered by the council to be a reasonable way for the Parish Council to 
proceed. 

Mr Capron referred to the recent consultation by PDC as part of its Core Strategy regarding a range of 
sites in Lytchett Matravers for 50 additional dwellings. He pointed out that the site adjacent to Deans 
Drove had been considered as part of that process and had been rejected as unsuitable for that purpose. He 
also wondered why this possible Rural Exception Site had come forward (apparently prompting the 
Housing Needs Survey) so soon after the Core Strategy consultation. In response it was explained that the 
request by PDC to carry out a Housing Needs Survey within Lytchett Matravers was understood to be 
part of a wider process across the Purbeck District and had pre-dated the land owner offering up the site 
in question. In view of the very low financial return for the landowner, sites are rarely offered for this 
purpose, so both PDC and the Parish Council felt that the matter deserved to be explored further, rather 
than being summarily rejected. In addition, council members stressed that no decision has been made, and 
that carrying out a Housing Needs Survey and identifying potential sites for a Rural Exception Site are 
the first steps in a very long process which involves considerable consultation with residents. Therefore 
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even if the survey demonstrates that the community as a whole feels there is such a need, there is still 
significant opportunity for residents to express their views and influence the decisions about how that 
need is met. It was also explained that the cost of the Housing Needs Survey is not borne by local 
residents or the Parish Council. 

A question was asked about whether Lytchett Matravers qualified for a Rural Exception Site since it has 
over 3000 residents. This point was noted by the council to verify with PDC. Two other concerns were 
raised. Firstly, residents had experienced difficulties in obtaining a copy of the latest Parish Plan, as there 
was evidently no copy in the Village Library. Councillors were surprised at this, apologised and assured 
those present that this would be rectified. Secondly, that the initial consideration of the principle of a 
Rural Exception Site had been treated as a confidential agenda item by the Parish Council. It was 
explained that this had been at the request of Purbeck District Council.  

The text of a letter expressing the concerns of residents of Deans Drove was handed to the Parish Clerk 
and is included as Appendix A to these minutes. 

Finally, all present were assured that the above representation would be brought to the attention of 
Purbeck District Council. The Chairman thanked those involved for attending and bringing their concerns 
to the attention of the Parish Council. 

Ms Alexander explained that she was attending as a resident of Fosters Spring and reminded the council 
of the concerns of residents there about reported incidents to the police of incidents of antisocial 
behaviour on the public open space adjacent to Fosters Spring since February – coinciding with the 
installation of the new play area. She referred to a paper which she explained contained a list of such 
incidents. In response to a request from the council, she offered to provide the information on the list, 
once names had been removed. In turn the council indicated that this would be offered to the local police 
community team to compare against the information they already have, so that the broadest and clearest 
picture of the situation can be obtained. Ms Alexander was assured that the council is taking this matter 
very seriously, and will continue to do all it can to work with the police and the PACT panel to get to the 
root of the problem.             

5.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 
Cllr Dyball declared a personal interest in the Lytchett Matravers Scouts grant request under item 13, as 
she now holds an office with the scouts locally. She subsequently withdrew for that item.   

6.  REVISED CODE OF CONDUCT FOR COUNCILLORS 2007.
In  accordance  with  paragraph 12(2)  of  the  Revised Code,  to  hear  any representations  or  answers  to 
member’s questions or evidence provided by any members of the Council having a prejudicial interest in 
any matter to be considered at this meeting. 

Cllr Dyball drew attention to a letter dated 20th June from the Lytchett Matravers Scouts asking if an 
additional £600 grant could be considered to help make up a shortfall of tents which would enable them 
to take more children camping this summer.   

7. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS.
As this was the first meeting for Cllr Miller as Council Chairman, he took the opportunity to reflect on the 
strength of the council and its membership. He also commented that a Long Term Plan had been set out 
and he hoped that opportunities would be taken to increase the practical activity in the community by 
developing links with volunteers, and use enhanced communications opportunities and public relations 
activity to increase the public profile of the Parish Council   

8. THE MINUTES of the Council meeting on 16th May 2011 were approved and signed by the 
Chairman.  
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9. MATTERS ARISING & UPDATE ON ACTION POINTS.
a. Full council 22nd November, minute 18: follow-up action to football foundation support 

meeting.  This action is now agreed and is in train. As reported at the Finance & Policy 
Committee meeting and subject to recommendations to be discussed under agenda item 13 below, 
the wording of the partnership agreement has been finalised and Cllr Bush is in the process of 
circulating it for signatures of all three parties. A date has been recommended for the first 
quarterly liaison meeting - 7:30pm on 18th July (immediately prior to the July Full Council 
meeting). That meeting will include the formal handover of control and maintenance the Astro to 
the Sports Club.  An update on the arrangements for the Football Foundation Support Meeting 
scheduled for 19th July is provided under agenda item 15 below.  

b. Full Council 21st Feb, minute 13: Fields in Trust Registration. The Parish Clerk reported that 
copies of the deeds and leases related to the Recreation Ground had been forwarded to Alison 
Moore-Gwyn of Fields in Trust so that she can provide the legal advice on how to progress the 
registration. 

c. Full Council 21st Feb, minute 15: Replacement village name sign. There is no further update to 
that given in the report to the E&A Cttee in May. See minutes of that meeting.   

d. Full Council 21st Mar, minute 12: Housing needs survey. PDC are expected to issue the 
Housing Needs Survey to all Lytchett Matravers addresses shortly. 

10. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.
There was no District Councillor present. 

11.   REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR.
County Councillor Fred Drane was not present. 

12.  REPORTS FROM SUB-COMMITTEES
There were none. 

13.  RECOMMENDATIONS OF COMMITTEES:
(a) Finance & Policy Committee (see minutes of 6th June 2011) – includes grant applications.
Cllr Norris reported on the following recommendations:

• A programme of quarterly liaison meetings between the organisations with interests in 
the Lytchett Astro to be held at 7:30pm immediately prior to the Full Council meetings in 
July, October, January and April each year. AGREED

• The formal handover of control, of the Lytchett Astro takes place at the first quarterly 
liaison meeting – i.e. 7:30pm on 18th July 2011 in the Village Hall. AGREED

• Receipt of Bank Reconciliation and accounts update. AGREED
• Award of grants as detailed in Appendix A to the Finance & Policy Committee minutes 

of June 6th. As part of the consideration of this the Parish Clerk reported that a further 
letter had just been received from the Scouts asking whether the council is able to 
consider a further £600 plan for camping equipment. It was AGREED to award the 
grants as recommended by the Finance and Policy Committee, which accounted for the 
whole budget. Consequently it was not possible to meet the Scouts’ additional request.    

• Accept the “Spreading the Workload” paper attached at Appendix B for the F&P Cttee 
minutes.  AGREED. It was noted that two parts are to be actioned (i) Cllr Norris is to 
develop wording related to the Club Hall; (ii) Consideration is needed on how to 
maintain the interest of the volunteers until a project is ready to be progressed.     

(b) Planning Committee (see minutes of 2nd June ) 
Parish Clerk advised that there were no recommendations to bring forward:

It was AGREED to receive the minutes of both of the above meetings.
     
14. ACCEPTANCE OF ANNUAL RETURN. 
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The Parish Clerk reminded those present that he had circulated the Annual Return (external audit) 
together with notes on each section to all members before the meeting.

After a brief discussion noting particularly the contents of sections 1, 2 and 4 and the Intermediate Audit 
questions it was unanimously AGREED to accept the Annual Return as circulated. The Chairman and the 
Parish Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer duly signed it. A copy is attached as Appendix B to these 
minutes.

15. FOOTBALL FOUNDATION VISIT – LYTCHETT ASTRO “SUPPORT” MEETING. 
It was noted that as the Dorset County Football development Manager is unable to be present on 19th July 
the meeting has now been postponed until a date in September when the schools are back in session. The 
Football Foundation will advise the revised date as soon as possible.

16.  LIBRARY CLOSURES: - UPDATE 
Cllr Norris reported that he had spoken to Graham Lee about the DCC consideration of the four options. 
It is understood that all four have been put forward and it is believed that the DCC Cabinet will favour 
option (b) – the retention of 24 libraries (which includes Lytchett Matravers) on the basis that this is the 
recommendation from the Dorset Library Service. It was noted that Ad lib and the Lytchett Matravers 
Community has worked very hard to protect the Library. Twenty five percent of the responses in the DCC 
Library Survey had come from Lytchett Matravers. In terms of usage of the library, Lytchett Matravers is 
15th – i.e. the top library outside the 14 libraries originally planned to be retained. 

Thanks were expressed to the members of Ad Lib, The Friends of Lytchett Matravers Library, and Colin 
Gibb. 

17.  SCHOOL CROSSING PATROLS:-  UPDATE 
Cllr Bush reported that a meeting of the a local group consisting of Lisa Drury, Brendan Mullany, Simon 
France and Cllr Alf Bush took place on 9th June with DCC officers Rob Camp and Alan Proctor. The 
school crossing is funded until the end of March 2012, after which DCC has no budget to pay the salary 
of the Crossing Patrol person. However if funding can be found from other sources within the local 
community DCC will undertake to recruit train and equip a patrol person. DCC have rejected the idea of 
utilising volunteers for this role as they believe it is unworkable. At the meeting the DCC officers asked if 
the Parish Council would fund the School Crossing Patrol, and in response it was explained to them that 
the council has not budgeted for this so if it were to happen it would have to be added to the precept and 
therefore the local element of the council tax. The school has a financial deficit which is worsening and 
therefore it is in no position to fund the crossing patrol. It was noted that the deadline for a decision on 
this to DCC is November 2011.          

18.  REPORTS OF ANY TRAINING ACTIVITY UNDERTAKEN IN THE PAST MONTH
There were no reports.  
      
19.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (by exception)

Carnival PACT DAPTC Footpaths 
School Councillor Purbeck Transport 

Action Grp
Sports Club Village Hall

Youth Organisations
The following reports were made:
Carnival – Cllr Talbot reported that the carnival had made a very small surplus, of  £33.40. Cllr Taylor 

proposed a vote of thanks and congratulations to the Carnival committee, which was unanimously 
AGREED.   The Parish Clerk reported on some difficulties experienced as a result of the regular 
SITA / PDC litter collectors refusing to take the 18 bags of waste which had been neatly tied up and 
placed in the usual collection place in the High Street car park and also the Eldons Drove car park. 
The driver / operator felt that taking an extra 14 bags was too much. The matter has been taken up 
with PDC Environmental Services as a complaint. 
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PACT – The police are now aware of the weight limit on Huntick Rd and are monitoring it. 
DAPTC – Cllr Miller asked if the F&P Cttee could nominate a second delegate. 
Footpaths – Cllr Dyball reported that a new proposal for the footpath on Mr Peter Dyball’s land is to be 

prepared, and there will be a further consultation period. 
School Councillor – Thanks were offered to Cllr Bush for his efforts in driving the signing of the Astro 

partnership agreement. 
Sports Club – Cllr Wilson agreed to take over this representative role.             
 
20. Council to approve the following payments already made 

 Inv To Whom For What Net VAT Total 
969 Zurich Municipal Annual Insurance 

premium
1900.47 0.00 1900.47

970 LTL Contracts Repair / replace MUGA 
lighting

955.00 191.00 1146.00

21. COUNCIL TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING PAYMENTS DUE :- 

These were unanimously AGREED.    

22. CORRESPONDENCE.
The Parish Clerk reported on:
An email he had received from the Sports Club about the post supporting the vehicle gate to the Lytchett 
Astro. He had separately noted that this post had broken off just below the surface and needs to be 
replaced on grounds of safety.  He had obtained a quotation for its replacement. As this is below the de-
5

Inv To Whom For What Net VAT Total 
971 T Watton Clerk’s salary – May   661.96 0.00 661.96
972 T Homer Handyman duties – May 171.00 0.00 171.00
973 BT Payment Services 

Ltd
Parish Office line rental 
quarterly

39.57 7.91 47.48

974 Technical Surfaces 
Ltd

Repairs to MUGA playing 
surface

395.00 79.00 474.00

975 Continental 
Landscapes Ltd

Grass cutting southern end of 
rec.

20.00 4.00 24.00

976 D & P Warr Checking allotments for 
water leak 

50.00 10.00 60.00

977 S P Mills Garden 
Services 

Prep for tree planting, shrub 
cutting and weed killing at at 
MUGA, prep and seeding at 
Foxhills play area 

185.00 0.00 185.00

978 Banyards Ltd Cemetery maintenance 
1/6/11

303.49 60.70 364.19

979 DAPTC annual subscription 698.50 0.00 698.50
980 N W Adams Annual Play Area Safety 

Inspection
181.50 36.30 217.80

981 Lytchett Matravers 
Sports Club 

Grant 2011 1600.00 0.00 1600.00

982 Village Hall Grant 2011 2000.00 0.00 2000.00
983 Lytchett Matravers 

Scouts 
Grant 2011 900.00 0.00 900.00

984 Purbeck Citizens 
Advice Bureau

Grant 2011 1300.00 0.00 1300.00

985 Victim Support in 
Dorset

Grant 2011 100.00 0.00 100.00

986 Paul Fay Home 
Maintenance 

Make safe and replace 
broken fencing around Rec 
play area 

350.00 0.00 350.00

987 HMRC PAYE / ENI Quarter 1 830.59 0.00 830.59



minimus limit it was AGREED that this work should go ahead as soon as possible without obtaining 
further estimates or quotations.
Play area annual safety inspection report from Nick Adams. It was noted that no items were reported as 
serious concerns for immediate attention. It was therefore AGREED to set up a sub committee to 
consider the points raised by this report. Action: Parish Clerk to forward electronic copies to the Sub 
Committee members – Cllrs Taylor and Wilson        
An email from a resident concerned about the condition of the Recreation Ground play area. The Parish 
Clerk has already responded to this.
Cllr Dyball referred to an email she had received from a resident saying how lovely the local footpaths 
are. 
Cllr Miller referred to a communication from a resident concerned about vehicle speeds on Castle Farm 
Rd.   
        
23. MATTERS OF INTEREST AND INFORMATION.

• It was noted that the Twinning Association tree planted in the car park 12 months ago had been 
vandalised and broken off. 

• Cllr Gillard thought that people are having difficulty finding the entrance to Hann Gardens. It was 
suggested that he speak to Naomi Hayes at PDC about this.

• Cllr Gillard wondered if English Heritage had been consulted over the protection of the tumuli 
near the proposed polo club. It was thought that they had.

• Cllr Bush wondered if there was an opportunity for digitising the oldest parish council records and 
making them available as a resource which might be of interest to the school.    

The meeting closed at 9.25pm 

Annotated by/on ……………………………..            Signed by/on …………………………
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