Minutes OF LYTCHETT MATRAVERS

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Monday July 18th 2011 at 7:45 in the Village Hall

PRESENT were Cllrs: R Miller (Chairman) A Bush, M Colvey, J Dyball, D Gillard, K Norris, P Talbot, J Taylor, C Wood  and the Parish Clerk (T Watton). 
County Cllr F Drane, Mr S Dring and Mr A Davies from PDC, and 30 members of the public were also in attendance. 
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming those present. He remarked that it had not been possible to answer some of the questions and concerns raised by a number of residents who attended the June meeting to express concerns about a possible Rural Exception Site. However he explained that Mr Dring and Mr Davies from Purbeck District were attending this meeting to provide their expertise on this matter. The Chairman therefore hoped that it would be possible to provide more fulsome responses at this meeting. 

1. REceipt of apologies for absence – from Cllrs M Munford and L Wilson
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. Cllr Dyball commented on item 17. She wished to clarify that whilst the company concerned was formerly owned by a close relative this is no longer the case, and consequently she wished to affirm that she has no personal or prejudicial interest in this agenda item.   

3.      REVISED CODE OF CONDUCT FOR COUNCILLORS 2007.

In accordance with paragraph 12(2) of the Revised Code, to hear any representations or answers to member’s questions or evidence provided by any members of the Council having a prejudicial interest in any matter to be considered at this meeting. There were none.  
4. Development site – Purbeck DC Core Strategy (Mr Steve Dring, PDC)  

The council chairman introduced Mr. Dring who referred to hard copies of some slides had been prepared in advance. Copies had been handed round members of the council and the public.  A copy of these slides is associated as Appendix A to these minutes. Mr Ding talked through each the slides, the content of several of which was already familiar to councillors. 

He commented particularly on additional / new information presented in them, such as slides 4 and 5 which deal with the extent of protected trees; an issue which Mr. Dring felt is significant.  He explained that the PDC Tree Officer had surveyed the site and had identified the tree canopy spread, tree shadow areas and tree root protection areas. This results in a significant reduction to the anticipated developable area - although there is some room for discussion and further advice from the tree officer on which trees might be reduced or removed.  There is therefore a need to review this to take into account as many opinions and aspirations as possible. He outlined the key dates in the Development Brief Timetable, which is linked to the progress timetable of the Core Strategy for the Purbeck District as a whole. This is covered on slide 11 and begins with suggested preliminary consultation with the community by the end of September, in order that the subsequent steps can be carried out in time to fit with the progression of the PDC Core Strategy.    

Mr Dring then focussed on the potential for community benefits which could be partly or fully funded from a Section 106 financial contribution. It was suggested that the council may wish to consult the community and its component groups on the range of benefits it would like. This could be incorporated into   a wider preliminary consultation exercise in September, as covered on slides 12 and 13, which would result in the preparation of a draft Development Brief which could be used proactively with the developer. He urged the council to consider the options for this consultation – i.e. whether to support the suggested “exhibition” option, the date to hold it, potential locations, whether the council would like PDC officers to host and lead it, how best to publicise it to maximise attendance, etc. 

In response, Cllrs sought to understand how long the council had to consider the matter of consultation. It was asked what consultation methods had worked well elsewhere. Use of Lytchett Link and leafleting were referred to, and the general problem of effectively communicating with residents was acknowledged.  Mr Dring clarified that the exhibition approach can be effective if ways can be found to encourage residents to attend. The Chairman indicated that the council would make further reference to this later in the meeting, and would respond to PDC on the matter in due course. 

5. PotentiaL Rural Exception Site   
Mr Dring distributed copies of a pre-prepared Briefing Note from PDC on this matter to councillors and members of the public, a copy of which is attached as Appendix B to these minutes. He emphasised that this had been prepared for people to take away to digest. 
Mr Dring offered apologies if the communication on this matter to date has caused upset or concern. He explained that he had been made aware of the questions and issues raised at the Full Council meeting in June, and he hoped that this session would provide answers to these. He then summarised the main points from the briefing note regarding the background to the Deans Drove site being put forward as a possible Rural Exception site and what the Parish Council had been asked to initially consider, what a Rural Exception site is, and why Lytchett Matravers is eligible for such sites. He also provided an outline of the steps which would be required before any proposed Rural Exception Site could go ahead for development. He stressed how few Rural Exception Sites are put forward, and how lengthy and exacting the process of consultation is – commencing with a survey of the whole community to determine if there is presently a need for such housing at all. With regard to the survey of housing needs, it was suggested that the Huntick Rd Core Strategy site discussed in minute 4 above may meet part or all of that need, but until such time as a Housing needs Survey is carried out this is unknown. In response to a comment and question from the public about the use of pre-existing data on housing needs (such as a survey carried out in 2008, comment in the Lytchett Matravers Parish Plan, etc) Mr Davies pointed out that this is not always reliable as there is evidence that many people are discouraged from expressing interest or adding their names to the housing register if they feel there is little or no chance of being housed.  
The apparent piecemeal / non-strategic approach of development using Rural Exception Sites (in contrast to the Core Strategy) was challenged by a member of the public, and the PDC officers responded to this by indicating that if opportunities arose, the District Council would like to consider such an approach to housing provision in all communities. They reiterated that the Housing Needs Survey would reveal the true level of need, but that the District Council has no desire or intention to force such a development on a community. There is also an opportunity to consider what other alternative sites there might be around Lytchett Matravers as a potential Rural Exception Site.  
A question was asked about the impact of housing developments in Lytchett Matravers generally on the village school. It was suggested that some local children have to attend primary school in Bere Regis due to current over-subscription here. An additional point was made about the effect of a development such as the possible Rural Exception site on traffic flows, parking and road congestion in the village. Mr Dring responded by confirming that these are all indeed important planning considerations which are taken into account within the normal development planning process – which Rural Exception Sites are subject to.

It was pointed out that the proposed site is on designated Green Belt land. Mr Dring referred to the comments on this in the Briefing Note – specifically Planning Policy Guidance 2 on page 3, which confirms that the land being Green Belt does not preclude this. 

In response to a question about how many dwellings might be put on this land, Mr Davies stressed that this isn’t decided, but that this is intended to be very small scale and therefore there is not an intention to develop the whole site. He illustrated this point by indicating the size of developments on the other three Rural Exception Sites in the Purbeck District:

· Worth Matravers   5 dwellings

· Church Knowle     7 dwellings 

· Bloxworth             3 dwellings

In response to a supplementary question about the type of dwellings, Mr Davies explained that this would depend on the identified need. 

Mr Capron referred to the PDC published 2008 Rural Exception Site checklist and asked if it is proposed to adhere to this. He pointed out that it sets out a stage by stage process. He specifically referred to the role of the Rural Housing Enabler. Mr Davies explained that since 2008 budgetary constraints had meant that this post had been removed and not replaced, but that the process would be followed, and the opportunity would be taken to consider all potential sites, and to fully understand the current housing needs in this community. 

Cllr Colvey proposed, and it was AGREED by a majority (with 2 votes against), that the Parish Council would review the matter once the results of the Housing Needs Survey are known. 

Cllr Dyball sought to explore the Parish Council being initially asked to consider this matter in confidence. Mr Davies explained that the landowner had made this request – which is not unreasonable as it is similar to the confidential preliminary discussions a homeowner might have when first working up a proposal which might lead to a planning application which is eventually made public at that formal stage. He noted that landowners, like home owners, can sometimes change their minds.  

In response to a further comment from a member of the public, Mr Davies clarified that solicitors’ land searches usually cover the subject plot only. He invited the member of the public with this question to visit the PDC offices to discuss this point in more detail. 

Finally, Mr Dring and Mr Davies thanked the councillors and members of the public for their attention and questions, and they stressed that if there are any other points they should be raised by telephoning any of the named contacts on the Briefing Note: i.e.

· Steve Dring – Planning Policy Manager 01929 557339

· Steve Tapscott – Senior Planning Officer 01929 557359

· Chris McDermott – Senior Housing Officer 01929 557386

· Alan Davies – Development Management and Building Control Manager 01929 557228

6.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION.  (Standing Orders suspended).
No members of the public offered any comments in addition to those reported under minutes 4 and 5 above.             

7. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS.
The Chairman welcomed Dr Cindy Wood as a newly appointed Parish Councillor, and expressed the hope that she will enjoy her time serving on the Parish Council. He also noted that Cllr Taylor had not been elected to the District Councillor vacancy, but expressed pleasure that as a result Cllr Taylor’s capacity for service on the Parish Council is therefore undiminished.    
8. THE MINUTES of the Council meeting on 20th June 2011 were approved and signed by the Chairman.  
9. MATTERS ARISING & UPDATE ON ACTION POINTS.
a. Full Council 21st Feb, minute 13: Fields in Trust Registration. Advice from Alison Moore Gwynne of Fields In trust containing a draft deed and how to proceed with it is awaited. 

b. Full Council 21st Feb, minute 15: Replacement village name sign. This matter was reported under Environment & Amenities Cttee minute 5, 7th July 2011. No further response has since been received from DCC yet.     
c. Full Council 21st Mar, minute 12: Housing needs survey. A date for the Housing Needs Survey is still to be determined by PDC. 
d. Full Council 20th June, minute 4: Play area, open space adjacent to Fosters Spring. It was noted that the list of incidents referred to by Ms Alexander has not yet been passed to the council. 
e.  Full Council 20th June, minute 15: Lytchett Astro, Football Foundation support meeting. A revised date for the support meeting has not yet been set by the Football Foundation. 

f.  Full Council 20th June, minute 16:  Library Closures by DCC.  It was noted that a decision is expected on Thursday 21st July.     
g. Full Council 20th June, minute 22: The Parish Clerk has now forwarded an electronic copy of the annual play area safety inspection report to Cllrs Taylor and Wilson. They are to arrange Sub-Committee meetings to consider and report back with recommendations on the points in it. 
10. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.
It was noted that Mr Peter Webb been elected as District Cllr for the Lytchett Matravers ward at the recent by-election, and that he had sent his apologies and hoped to be present at the next Parish Council meeting. Cllr Colvey reported that a review of the ward boundaries by the Boundary Commission is expected to result in some changes with the aim of equalising electoral numbers in each ward. It is expected that they will create all 3-member wards, and that the total number of District Council members will change from the present 24 to either 21 or 27. It is also expected that there will be further District Council elections across the board in 2014. 

11.   REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR.

County Councillor Fred Drane commented that his favoured option for the county’s libraries is option D, but that he feels that DCC will vote for option B. If this proves to be the case he intends to ask the Policy Development Panel to investigate the 9 libraries which are excluded from the retained core as the feels that there was insufficient time for consultation. 

DCC Highways have been given a grant of £2.7m to deal with potholes, and Cllr Drane therefore encouraged vigilance and proactive reporting of such defects.  
12.  REPORTS FROM SUB-COMMITTEES

There were none. 
13.  Recommendations of Committees:

(a) Environment & Amenities Committee (see minutes of 7th July 2011).

Cllr Dyball reported on the following recommendations:
· “No Dogs” signs to be fixed to the gates of the memorial green. AGREED
· That the Foxhills Play area installation project is now formally closed. AGREED
· Village facilities assessment list, incorporating the four amendments listed in minute 8 of the E&A cttee 7th July 2011, be adopted by the council. AGREED
· The statement of the scope of the E&A Cttee responsibilities as listed in minute 9, 7th July 2011 be adopted by the council. AGREED
(b) It was noted that it had not been possible to hold the Planning committee meeting scheduled for July as the number of absentees meant that a quorum could not be reached. Consequently the applications due to be considered at that meeting are dealt with under item 14 below.  
It was AGREED to receive the minutes of the Environment and Amenities Committee. 
14. Consideration of Planning applications

 6/2011/0325  BLUEBIRD SECURITY LTD. Unit 8 Freeland Park, Wareham Road BH16 6DU.  Create first floor industrial floorspace with roof lights on south and north elevations. NO OBJECTION
6/2011/0376 MR & MRS TAYLOR, Arnolds Cottage, Eddy Green Road. Demolish existing dilapidated outbuilding and erect replacement (Full planning permission). NO OBJECTION
6/2011/0377 MR & MRS TAYLOR, Arnolds Cottage, Eddy Green Road. Demolish existing dilapidated outbuilding and erect replacement (listed building consent). NO OBJECTION
15. Proposed change of venue for council meetings. Those present were reminded that in response to the ongoing disturbance to council meetings due to the level of noise from other activities taking place at the same time in the Village Hall, enquiries had been made with the school to see if any accommodation is regularly available there to hold council meetings. This had been found to be favourable – with both the small hall and the sports hall both available. After a brief discussion it was proposed to relocate council meetings to the small hall at the school as soon as it is available. It was noted that this might be affected by the school holidays. The use of the Village Library was also discussed and whilst some councillors favoured this, a view was also expressed that it may not be suitable for the larger meetings. 
With regard to the Village Hall bookings, the Parish Clerk confirmed that the payments are made in arrears, based on actual usage, and the payment for 2010 calendar year was £695 paid in January 2011.     
16. Display equipment. The Chairman began this item by expressing thanks to Cllr Colvey for lending his gazebo to the council for carnival day, and to Cllr Taylor for co-ordinating the arrangements on the day. 
He then went on to explain that he had included this item as he felt that the council ought to own a gazebo, rather than relying borrowing, for use at outdoor events such as the carnival and the flower show. The principle of this was AGREED.  It was noted that this should be a pop-up type and be supplied with walls. Cllr Colvey suggested a supplier and Cllr Miller indicated that he would follow this up. Action: Cllr Miller to act accordingly.    
17. Allotment gate – security proposal 

The Parish Clerk reminded those present that he had previously reported the loss (again) of the padlock on the Allotment gate. At Cllr Dyball’s suggestion he has visited Ashley Security to discuss the problem and explore options to avoid a repeat of this. They have advised a similar arrangement to that which they supply to Poole Borough Council. This involves permanently fixing a chain to a fairly heavy duty lock. The lock should be of a type which can be “re-pinned” so that once keys are issued  a replacement lock of a similar type (if ever needed) can be made to fit the keys already held. Cost of such an arrangement is:

· Lock (model CISA 285/84) £73.33

· Chain (1 metre) £13-19 depending on gauge.

· Keys @ 3.95 each (x 73 allotments = £288.35).

· Fixing of lock to chain by Ashley Security = free (i.e. cost of this work represents a discount on the purchase).

It was noted that there will be an additional cost of a contractor to weld the chain to the gate post, and the administrative cost of distributing new keys to all allotment holders.

It was also discussed and agreed that keys should be issued against a £5 returnable deposit. After a brief discussion the council AGREED to authorise the Parish Clerk to place an order with Ashley Security for the chain, lock and keys as described above. Action: Parish Clerk to place the order accordingly.                

18.  REPORts of any training activity undertaken in the past month
There were no reports.  
19.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (by exception)
	Carnival 
	PACT 
	DAPTC 
	Footpaths 

	School Councillor
	Purbeck Transport Action Grp
	Sports Club
	Village Hall

	Youth Organisations
	
	
	


The following reports were made:

· DAPTC – Cllrs Miller and Norris will be attending the Purbeck Area DAPTC cttee meeting next week.

· Footpaths – Cllr Dyball reported that she has not yet seen the new proposals from Peter Dyball for diversion of the footpath across his land. 

· PTAG – Cllr Colvey commented that he believes no one has attended the PTAG meetings for a considerable time, and it is understood that PDC are withdrawing their support for it. It was therefore AGREED to remove it from this list.       

20. Council to approve the following payments Due :- 
	Inv
	To Whom
	For What
	Net
	VAT
	Total 

	988
	T Watton
	Clerk’s salary – June  
	661.96
	0.00
	661.96

	989
	T Watton
	Expenses incurred – postage, mileage, photocopying, phone calls 
	65.01
	1.65
	66.66

	990
	T Homer 
	Handyman duties – June
	207.00
	0.00
	207.00

	991
	Paul Fay Home Maintenance
	Replacement of Lytchett Astro gate post 
	225.00
	0.00
	225.00

	992
	BWBSL
	Water bill for allotments – 24/12/10 – 24/06/11 
	447.11
	0.00
	447.11

	993
	Southern Electric 
	High St car park lighting quarter 1, 29/3/11-28/6/11 
	16.58
	0.82
	17.40

	994
	Continental Landscapes Ltd
	Grass cutting southern end of rec 
	20.00
	4.00
	24.00

	995
	Banyards Ltd
	Cemetery maintenance 1/7/11
	303.49
	60.70
	364.19

	996
	Brighstone Landscaping Ltd
	Maintenance of Foxhills Open Space Quarter 1Apr-Jun2011
	525.23
	105.05
	630.28


It was noted that the regular monthly invoice for July from Continental Landscapes Ltd has not yet been received.  All the above payments were unanimously AGREED.    

21. CORRESPONDENCE.

The Parish Clerk reported on:
Letters of thanks received from organisations receiving grants from the parish council: Victim Support (Dorset), 1st Lytchett Matravers Scout Group, Lytchett Matravers Village Hall, Purbeck Citizens Advice Bureau. Mr Ashton had offered thanks on behalf of the Sports Club during the Astro liaison meeting which took place immediately before the Full Council meeting this evening.   
The latest copy of “Open Space”, the magazine of the Open Spaces Society. Passed initially to Cllr Dyball and then on circulation around the council members. 

An email from a resident, received via PDC, reporting persistent problems with dog faeces and bags of same left on or near the footpath connecting Frys Close with Purbeck Rd. The resident asks if a dog bin can be installed anywhere near.   Action: Parish Clerk to add this to the next agenda of the Environment & Amenities Cttee. 

Contact from an elderly resident who had recently experienced difficulty opening the gate to access the war memorial. It was noted that the gate latch may need easing, and that there is some exposed surface rust on the gate uprights (which are not galvanised like the rest of the fence). Action: Parish Clerk to add this to the next agenda of the Environment & Amenities Cttee. 
A resident asking the council to consider her request to donate a bench and its installation on the Village Hall side of the Recreation Ground in memorial to her late husband. Action: Parish Clerk to undertake a site meeting with the resident to determine a suitable location for the bench.   
A letter jointly from DCC and Poole and Bournemouth Borough Councils announcing a 8 week period of consultation on the Revised Draft Minerals Core Strategy, which ends at 4pm on 9th Sept 2011. The document can be viewed and commented on online on DCC’s website at www.dorsetforyou.com/mcs A notice to this effect has been put on display on the Parish Council’s noticeboard. A hard copy of the strategy is also available for Cllrs to view. 
A sample copy of a help pack which is being issued by Digital UK to assist people who need extra help with the digital TV switchover. All of the leaflets and the other material it contains can be ordered free by calling 08453 6539809 or visiting www.digitaluk.co.uk/outreachmaterials  Action: Parish Clerk to order 5 copies of the pack. 

A letter from Bramm (British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons) advising of a list of masons who have chosen not to renew their accreditation, and therefore in accordance with the councils current policy should not undertake any work at Row Park Cemetery. The list includes a prominent local company whose details have been noted by the Parish Clerk.  
A letter from Santander bank as a collective response to various complaints about the bank making errors and providing poor service. This letter apologises for the inconvenience and summarises actions taken to date. There are now no outstanding claims for loss of interest on deposits. The letter advises that the bank has credited the council with 2p to correct an error made by them in February 2011 (cheque no 2354). However the error was that they had originally charged 2p less than the value of the cheque, so their action on this has now doubled the discrepancy to 4p.  
Cllr Dyball reported on correspondence from the Village Scouts. They are again being troubled by vandalism and asked if the height of the hedge can be reduced, or taken out completely. Action: Parish Clerk to ask Mr Warr to cut it again as soon as possible. The Scouts also wish to do some car washing on the High Street car park to raise funds and wondered if they needed a licence from the council to do so. Action: Parish Clerk to issue a licence accordingly.          
22. MATTERS OF INTEREST AND INFORMATION.

Cllr Bush asked when the next Lytchett Link is due. 

Cllr Norris sought the views of the councillors as to how the council should respond to PDC’s invitation to consider the approach it will take to consultation on the Huntick Rrd development site. It was agreed to refer this to the Finance & Policy Cttee to consider on 1st August.    
The meeting closed at 10:05pm 
Annotated by/on ……………………………..            Signed by/on …………………………
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