Minutes OF LYTCHETT MATRAVERS

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Monday June 17th 2013 at 7:30 in the Sports Club Pavilion, High Street Car Park.

PRESENT were Cllrs: R. Miller (Chairman), J Dyball, J Taylor, E Wilson, I Maitland, P Talbot, A Bush, C Wood, K Norris, M Colvey and T Watton (Parish Clerk) 
County Cllr Fred Drane and Dist Cllr P Webb were also in attendance. There were two members of the public present. 
1. REceipt of apologies for absence – Cllr C Mckenzie
2. PUBLIC  PARTICIPATION SESSION (Standing Orders Suspended)

There was none. 
3. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest; and consideration of requests for Special Dispensations under Section 33 of the Localism Act 2011. There were none. 
4. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
There were none.  
5.      THE MINUTES of the Council meeting on 20th May 2013 were approved and signed by the Chairman - subject to the addition of Cllr Norris to the list of representative serving on the Environment & Amenities Cttee, and the correction of Cllr Wilson’s initial on the list of members of the Planning Cttee (minute 9).  
6.      MATTERS ARISING & UPDATE ON ACTION POINTS.
It was noted that the items dealing with the communication to Miles Butler regarding road surfacing (15 April 2013, minute 8) and additional Planning Cttee meetings (15th April 2013, Minute 10b) were discharged.   

Minute 18, 20th May 2013; Fields in Trust  - dedication of the recreation ground: It was noted that the Parish Council and Sports Club have signed the plan as well as the deed of dedication and the Council is now awaiting certified copies from Fields in Trust in order to inform the Land Registry.   

7.  REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS. 
Dist Cllr Webb reported that the matter of solar farm proposals were to go before the Planning Board on Wednesday 26th June.  It is understood that PDC Planning Officers are recommending approval.  A delineated boundary for the Neighbourhood Plan has now been established and is understood that up to £5K of funding may be available to be claimed by local councils; but this will not be available at PDC until related funding has been received from central government. Cllr Webb also reported that there is believed to be another £7K available direct from central government - but this is complicated to obtain, according to feedback from another local council.    
8.  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR.

County Cllr Drane reported on the following:

Gloria Marsh has received an MBE. 

Councillor Drane has been dealing with a resident in Glebe Road regarding street lighting.  It is understood that the resident is not happy with the lighting and wishes to raise a petition.  Cllr Drane has advised him that he will need expert help and advice to demonstrate why the lights are unsatisfactory.  It was noted that this is a DCC matter; with the lighting project itself outsourced to Southern Electric.

DCC are seeking opinions on the temporary arrangements they have made to ease congestion in Wareham Road.  Reference was made to a letter from a resident of Deans Drove complaining about the congestion, parking and driver behaviours.  Cllr Drane assured the council that is pursuing the matter of the impact on the whole area, not just Deans Drove or Wareham Road.  Cllr Dyball observed that parking on the pavement is a police matter and wondered why there has so far been no police presence to issue penalty tickets.  It was felt that there is a need to get all interested parties together to discuss the matters.  Cllr Drane indicated that he would try to arrange such a meeting, which would include Annette Brooke MP.  

The DCC Environment Overview committee is due to meet on 21 June and will be considering a proposal to reduce DCC subsidies for buses.  Cllr Drane will express strong views in an effort to protect the services for Lytchett Matravers.  The point was made that people’s livelihoods depend on this service.  

9.   REPORTS FROM SUB-COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS
Cllr Bush commented on the recent activity of the Neighbourhood Planning Working Group. A document was circulated by Cllr Bush indicating a structure for sub-groups of Working Group members to focus on.   He invited council members to suggest further items to include of the document ready for consideration at the next working group meeting in the Sports Cub Pavilion on Monday 24th June.   

10.  Recommendations of Committees:

(a) Finance & Policy Cttee (see minutes of 10th June 2013).

Cllr Norris reported on the following recommendations: 
· The HSBC current account is ready for operation. It is recommended to transfer £20,000 to this account. AGREED
· Foxhills open space maintenance money to be ring fenced in two separate one year bonds for £80,000 each, to be reviewed in one year. The accounts to be suitably titled indicating that they are for Foxhills Open Space maintenance money only.  In a subsequent discussion, Cllr Colvey commented on this approach by stressing the need to take expert advice to obtain the best return.  Cllr Wood remarked that there is a need for a cautious approach, as indicated in the agreed investment policy.  Cllr Norris reminded all members present that the Council’s investment policy had already been agreed. Cllr Colvey wished to place on record that he disagrees with the approach in the policy.  In a subsequent vote the above recommendation was AGREED by eight votes to one (with one abstention).  

· Acceptance of the grant payments for 2013 / 14 in accordance with the schedule attached at appendix one to these minutes. Cllr Colvey suggested an amendment to these payments to increase the Sports Club grant to £2000 to help support the Lytchett Astro path lighting project.  Some discussion took place regarding the origins of the path lighting project and Cllr Bush questioned whether the council is obliged to maintain the path lighting.  In a subsequent vote it was AGREED by a majority to accept the recommendation to pay the grants as listed in appendix one.  Cllr Colvey is to reintroduce the lighting project question to the Finance and Policy Committee.  Action Parish Clerk and Cllr Colvey to ensure this is added to the next agenda of the finance and policy committee meeting.  

· Acceptance of bank reconciliation for current year to date– AGREED.  
(b) Planning Committee (see minutes of 6th June 2013). There were no recommendations to bring forward. 
11. Consideration of Year end accounts statements.

Cllr Bush reported that Mrs. White is currently having some difficulties in completing the notes to the council’s accounting statements for internal use.  It is understood that the difficulty concerned some confusion over depreciation of the fixed assets, and as a result he will contact Mrs. White to clarify this matter.  Action Cllr bush to contact Mrs. White accordingly.  

12. Acceptance and approval of Annual Return to external auditor. 

The Parish Clerk presented sections one and two of the Annual Return for 2012/13 for the consideration of all council members.  
Approval of section one of the 2012 / 13 the Annual Return was unanimously AGREED.

Consideration was then systematically given to the detail of each question listed under section two of the annual return. “Yes” responses to each were unanimously AGREED.  

13. REPORTS ON TRAINING ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN IN THE PAST MONTH
It was reported that Councillors Dyball, Colvey and Miller had attended training called “Setting the Scene; the Local and National Policy Context”.    

14. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (by exception)
	Village Fayre 
	DAPTC
	Footpaths
	Village Hall

	School Liaison
	Youth Organisations
	Sports Club
	


The following reports were made:

Village Fayre: Cllr Maitland reported that a problem had narrowly been avoided regarding approval for use of the Recreation Ground field.  He also reported on the events at the Fayre itself, and that a profit of around £200 had been achieved.  
Allotment Association: Cllrs Wilson and Miller were due to meet representatives of the Allotments Association in the village library on Tuesday 18th June.  
Footpaths : Cllr Dyball reported that it is not certain whether PDC are able to obtain any additional grant for the Deans Drove – Foxhills Open Space path.  Regarding Jubilee Walk, PDC is applying for two grants at the same time.  Dorset County Council obtained a quote for surfacing of this path for £19,000 pounds.  Cllr Taylor reported that he had spoken to John Wilkinson at Dorset County Council Rights of Way Department regarding the condition of the surface of Church Walk.  Mr. Wilkinson has indicated that he will pursue the matter of repairs to this path.  

School Liaison: it is understood that some form of local consultation is to be carried out by the Dorset County Council regarding the painting of yellow lines on Wareham Rd in an attempt to address the parking and congestion problem. It was felt that this fails to address the wider problem. It was also felt that the Parish Council should carry out its own consultation to demonstrate knowledge of the problem and that it is trying to work with local groups, the County Council and the school to address the wider problem.  Cllr Bush indicated that he would draft a consultation letter to do this.  Action Cllr Bush to draft the letter accordingly . 
Sports Club: Cllr Colvey reported that the next meeting of the new Sports Club committee is to take place on the 20th of July.  It was noted that it is important to flag up the joint responsibilities with the Parish Council for ensuring the Football Foundation receives an adequate annual status report concerning the development and the usage of the Lytchett Astro. This was a condition of their grant award for the Astro funding.  Action:  Cllr Colvey to convey this to Sports Club. 

Village Hall: Cllr Wilson reported that the Village Hall committee is still considering further sound proofing.  It was noted that another dance group is now taking place in the Village Hall.    

15. Council to approve the following payments due:- 

	Inv
	To Whom
	For What
	Net
	VAT
	Total 

	3175
	T Watton
	Clerk’s salary –  June (12 equal monthly payments  by sanding order) 
	876.16 
	0.00
	876.16 

	3176
	T Homer 
	Handyman duties – May 


	141.75
	0.00
	141.75

	3177
	Continental Landscapes 
	Grass Cutting, Southern end of Rec – May 
	20.00
	4.00
	24.00

	3178
	The Landscape Group 
	Cemetery Maintenance June 13
	303.49
	60.70
	364.19

	3179
	Information Commissioner
	Data protection registration - renewal
	35.00
	0.00
	35.00

	3180
	J Dyball 
	Reimbursement of  expenses and payment made on behalf of council – Viridor (Deans Drove Footpath)
	402.21
	0.00
	402.21

	3181
	K Norris
	Reimbursement of  payment made on behalf of council – Justrubiz, for Lytchett Link distribution 
	110.00
	22.00
	132.00

	3182
	R Miller
	Reimbursement of  payment made on behalf of council – Officefurniture online,  for 3 x tables
	270.00
	54.00
	£324.00

	3183
	M Colvey
	Reimbursement of expenses incurred on behalf of council
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA

	3184
	DAPTC
	Annual Subscription
	729.97
	0.00
	729.97


These were AGREED. 
16. CORRESPONDENCE.

The Parish Clerk reported on a letter received from Purbeck District Council advising of a new tree preservation order affecting trees at Sunnyside House, Wimborne Road, Lytchett Matravers.  
17. MATTERS OF INTEREST AND INFORMATION 
· A resident was injured when her mobility buggy tipped over due to uneven surface outside Tescos.  Her husband is in contact with Dorset County Council Highways department to get this problem rectified.  

· Cllr Taylor reported that he had been in contact with Sutcliffe Play to gather information for a possible proposal regarding a picnic area on the Recreation Ground.

· Cllr Bush referred to the very large tree behind the Parish Office on the Recreation Ground.  This matter is being considered by the Environment and Amenities Committee.  

The meeting closed at 9:32pm.
Annotated by/on ……………………………..            Signed by/on …………………………
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