Not Just the Rec Path project 

incorporating Proposed Ball Court
Cllr Andrew Huggins  Jan 27th 2017
Remit of project:

The upgrading of the path from Eldons Drove through the woods, along the Rec. and linking to the new High Street crossing above. This would also link into any upgrading of Rocket Park, the skate park, ball park, etc.
This “project” encompasses many aspects:

· Path through the woods from Eldons Drove -  No action/investigation yet.
· Distance markers around the Rec path to encourage it as an exercise “circuit” – See below.
· Upgraded/new Ball court – See below

· Road Crossing – High Street outside Library – See Below

· Tree/hedge clearance – Library Walk – See below
Distance Markers around the Rec

You may recall that earlier in 2017, I measured the distance around the path around the rec, and marked discrete grey spray paint blobs every 100m.  It was(/is) 625m around one full circuit.

I started measuring from the Tesco corner going clockwise which felt to me to be a logical route, although it was pointed out that maybe starting from the Village hall and that following a track Anti-clockwise is more conventional.  

I wrote an article for the Link asking if villagers had any view on appropriate direction/start point, and had no response on those points. 

I suggested that we stencil paint distances on the path, although some suggested more formal marker posts.  But then the subject dropped.  Was this because of lack of interest, or was it just forgotten?  It seemed a low cost thing we could do to encourage people to exercise.

We could possibly incorporate it into the new plastic post project for the sake of buying a few more posts?

Decision Required:  Do we want to do anything with this now (Stencil?) or do we want to wait and erect marker posts?  Or is this not worth doing?

Ball Court

The project to upgrade the existing ball court on the rec is still creeping forwards.  The target is to effectively turn it 90 degrees and extending it to an area about 15m x 30m with high rigid fence ends with built in goals and basketball nets, and low fences along the sides.

Something like this, extending from the existing ball court alongside the zip line:
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“Ball park” costs of the fencing/goals are around £18-20,000, and I have had quotes around £30-35000 for tarmac.

BUT the ground has a slope on it and I have now gone back to equipment suppliers for advice on how to achieve a more “level playing field”.  (Clearly the opportunities for clichés are endless!)

I am working with Miracle Design and Play, who we have worked with before, and Wicksteed who are a major play equipment Co in the UK.  Also I have had tarmac quotes from M.A. Hart and Fletchamores.

Funding – Sport England has a fund for up to £50k, which we would qualify to apply for.  I have not sought alternative funding sources if this falls through, but it seems a strong option.

No decisions required at this stage unless there is a general view that we should not proceed.

Road Crossing

A few months ago we discussed the possibility of some sort of raised road (High Street) crossing point between the Library and the Rec to slow traffic and make the crossing easier by raising road level to that pf pavement.  (Possibly Block Paviour-style?).  Preliminary enquiries were made with DCC Highways indicated that the first stage inn this would necessitate a traffic survey but there were some further questions from DCC (?).  This has not been progressed.  

No decisions required at this stage unless there is a general view that we should not proceed.

Tree Clearance – Library Walk
This was pushed forwards by Cllr Carswell and Bush, and completed by contractors WT Doe in December to open up the area between the library and the Chemist. Complete.

No decisions required at this stage   Work complete.
