Dorset County Council March 2018 Report 

Local Government reorganisation – Unitary

I remain hopeful that by the time this report is published that a decision will, have been made and announced by the Secretary of State. In the meantime, we have set up a Joint Committee containing Officers and Councillors from each of the respective Districts and the County council and we are preparing a variety of workstreams in readiness for a decision to go ahead.
Dorset Waste Partnership (DWP)
Figures from the Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) show that Dorset now recycles 59.4% of its waste.  When looking at comparable organisations that deliver a county-wide waste collection and disposal service, Dorset is now the best performing authority in the country.  In addition, the annual Local Authority Carbon Index as compiled by Eunomia has seen the Dorset Waste Partnership leap from third to first place in England.  The summer customer satisfaction survey drew over 5,000 responses from around the county as people were asked what they thought of the DWP's services.  Overall satisfaction with the kerbside collection service is currently is at 87.7%, with the reliability of collection service rated 91.4%.  

Woolbridge
Stabilisation work has been completed although suspected vandalism caused more stones to be displaced. Engineers have made the bridge safe whilst providing a marked off crossing. Work to rebuild the bridge will take place during the Summer when conditions are more favourable

Council Tax
 

Dorset County Council have agreed to raise council tax by 2.99 per cent (the maximum without triggering a local referendum), plus a further 3 per cent to fund adult social care. The reason for this is that this area of expenditure has more than doubled in the last few years and threatens to sink Councils. Northamptonshire County Council being the first to effectively go into administration because of the burgeoning costs of both adults and children’s social care. The areas are largely demand led and are legal requirements for the Council to meet. 
The 3 per cent social care precept will raise an additional £6.6m this year and is ring fenced for the council to only use in adult social care. Around two thirds of the County’s total budget goes towards children’s and adult social care. Alongside this the council has also set a target of saving of around £18.3M in 2018/19. 

Dorset Innovation Park
There is an opportunity this March to find out more and help shape the future use of the Dorset Innovation Park Enterprise Zone in Winfrith. The advising consultants will be at an event (Saturday 10 March - Village Hall, Moreton, 10am to 4pm) to update residents on proposals for future employment development at the Innovation Park. There will be a series of illustrations on display. These will also be available on the website at www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/ldo/purbeck together with an online survey enabling people to give their views on the proposals. The survey will run between 24 February and 8 April 2018.  

Dorset Innovation Park is Dorset’s second largest strategic employment site and is being recognised as a major focus for the economic regeneration of South Dorset. 

Significant investment in the whole site by Purbeck District Council, Dorset County Council and Dorset Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) is providing a new opportunity for businesses by offering attractive Enterprise Zone benefits such as business rate reduction, simplified planning and ultrafast broadband. The target sectors for the Enterprise Zone include advanced engineering and manufacturing, defence, marine, energy and cyber security. 

Surgery 

Surgeries are held on the first Saturday of every month. These are held at the communal Lounge in Turberville Court in Bere Regis from 09.30 a.m. to 10.00 a.m. If you cannot make one of these please email me and I will arrange to come round to see you. If you have any questions or queries related to the business of Dorset County Council please come along. If anyone wants to contact me and cannot get to the surgery my email address is peterwharf@hotmail.com.

Peter Wharf, County Councillor
