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The Rocket Park fence is currently in a pretty sorry state with 2 sections missing and odd slats missing throughout.
Last month I reported an estimate for replacement of the fence with a sturdy plastic picket fence and had an action item to get 3 quotes for a moulded plastic option.
As yet I don’t have that, although in further investigation it seems likely that such a product does not exist in a form which would have the strength we require or in a design suitable (what I have found as moulded, is either low (30cm) or pickets with pointed tops!
Cllr Bush has also asked me to make enquiries about multicoloured fence.
I have visited the factory of a Poole-based Co (NBB) who make up the plastic picket fences using planks they buy in from Germany.  They showed me the product which is made of extremely heavy duty materials.
They can make up fencing in multicolour and usually do this using roughly 3”x2” slats.  These are really strong.  The weak point is the screws holding the slats on, although NBB assure me that the screws are “very strong” and they were keen to show them to me.  **These fixings is my greatest concern**  I have asked them if there is any option of a resin “glue” as well as the screws.

They can also make up fence using thinner slats (approx 3”x1”) which are clearly not as strong but may be adequate.  I have asked for a comparative quote for this fencing.  HOWEVER they can only make this in Black or Brown – no option of multicolour.
They do NOT offer a fully moulded fence.  They did suggest that a fence could have a “double-arris rail” (ie on both sides”) which would make it stronger, but might look a little clumsy?
I await quotes for the multicolour and thinner slat options, and will also pursue other suppliers for fully moulded fences, although these are, by design, almost certainly NOT going to be multicolour.
NBB did say they’d happily make up and lend us a 3m length of fence to try if we wish, but I am concerned that doing this may not be viewed as competitive with respect to 3 quotes (unless we argue that NBB offer a special service as they are local)
Poole Business Services highlighted that any fencing in a play area must be compliant with EN1176.  On checking this, I am told that this fencing is compliant as is wooden picket fencing.

Further update expected next month.

End

Rec Ball Court
Report By Cllr Andrew Huggins  23 Nov 2019
No progress in finalising and publishing the consultation survey.
When I do, I will ask Mark Gracey to put it online, but I will also (and primarily) make it a paper-based consultation which I’ll ask Cllr Cottman to circulate around sports club, and I will also hand deliver to neighbouring properties.
End

Improved Internet Connection
Report By Cllr Andrew Huggins  23 Nov 2019
No progress has been made by Wessex, who are still at an impasse with landowners preventing them reaching Middle Road.
I have also made no progress with enquiries about improved connections for people with fast, but not superfast connections within the village.
End
Lytchett Astro
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No Progress.
End.
Huntick Cyclepath
Report By Cllr Andrew Huggins  23 Nov 2019
Alf Bush and myself had a meeting on Monday 18th Nov 2019 with 2 members of Lytchett Minster and Upton Council.  They are verymuch in support of anything which will reduce traffic entering Lytchett Minster.  They asked if it is on LTP – we have ascertained from Helen Jackson that it is not actually on the LTP (it is more on the LTP “Application list” and will be added once funding is sorted).  Interestingly the Upton Cyclepath was largely funded by Central Govt.
We presented that the route would likely go all the way down Huntick Road to the cross by Kitchermans Cottage, due to the reluctance by Race Farm to facilitate crossing their land with a path upgraded to Cyclepath status.

